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mee my 


Tus AUTHOUR 


who. giveth 


| 


pleaſe Him, . for whom 
l am, and hve',, and 


| _—— 


E 


Toth Reader. 


Deſires and Performan- 
CES; and conſidering with 


my ſelf T hat the way to | 


leaſe him. is to feed my | 


locke diligently and 
faithfully, ſince our Sa- 
viour hath made that 


the argument of a Pa-|. 


flour's love, 1 have re- 
folved to ſer down the 
Form and Character of 
a, true Paſtour, that 1 


may have a Mark to|- 
am at: which alſo IF 
will ſet as high as1 can,: 


fince hee ſhoots higherſ 


J 
y 
2 
7 
: 
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that 
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1er 
at 


UMI 
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0 
a 


| Tothe Reader. "” 
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that threatens the Moon, : 
then hee that aims at 
a Tree. Not that I 
think, if a man do not 
all which1s here expreſ- 


ſed, hee preſently ſinns, 
and diſpleaſes God, but : 


. thatit 1s a good ſtrife to 


g0 as farre as wee can 1n 


pleaſing of him, who 


hath done ſo much for 


us. The Lord proſper 


- the intention tomy ſelfe, : 


and others, who may 
not deſpiſe my poor la- 
bours, but add to thoſe 

points, 


To the Reader. 


| 
| 


1 


|- points, which | have ob- 


ſerved, untill the Book 
grow to a compleat Pa- 


{torall. 
1632. 
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Ss 576 $7 See $i ie Be OE SESSSS 
A Prefatory View ofthe 


Lirt and VERTUES 


of the AuTHOuR, 
AND 
| Excellencies of This BOOK. 
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+ To the Chriſtian, more deſignedly, 

the Clergy-Reader of the ſame Vine, 
and Rank, and Mind,and in like Con- 
| dition with the Epiſtler. Grace, &c. 
| and Recovery, and Profit by the en- 
ſuing Tract. 


My poor and deer Brother, 
SJY] NOS SY 0 not expect (1 


dQ 


A £44 


A? humbly beſeech 
= thee) _ High 
B and Glorious 
Titles of Com- 
panion in tri- 
bulation, and in the patience 
Fl of 


Ot the Lite of 


OO —_—_——_—_— 


of JeSsus, vc. I could mo 
willingly (if I thought that I could 
truely ) give thee them, knowing, 
that. what luſtre 1. caſt upon thee, 
would by rebound lite upon my je þ 
But my mouth is ſtopped : 

God be true, and the Fuſtice of op 
be Tuſtified. 

-" 12. "T be reading of thoſe YE 
Scriptures I SAM. 2.0 3 chap. 
Jer. 23. Exek.3.0& 33. Hot 4. 
Mal.2. 2 The view of this en- 
ſuing Tratt , which (mee thinks ) 
45 not a Book of 37 Chapters, but 
:@a:Bill of ſeven times 37 In- 
diftments. againſt thee and me : 
ue ſtrange Speculum Sacerdo- 
-tale ; mits diſcovery (me thinks ) 
ſomething reſembling the ſecret 0 


the RIO Urim :- 4s if this 900d 


Bezaleel] ©: 


"M5 4 


2 


— 


t of 
good wPitten mm. Bight % 


lleel 


Mr.G: Herbert, &c. 


'Bezaleel ihud- mented. prong 


"pure looking - -Glaſſe, in-moſt 'exi6 
proportions of Beauty, \that- ſhout 


'both preſent it felf as #Body Of vere- 
| Hlemuſhed perfections, \and} bel all 


the-beholders deformties-at- bmee/: 


that * ſhould —_ thee both Aaron 


in'theHo y of Hol yes? Bbfove 
the Mercy Sear i: all» his pare 
Ornaments-'\ + A: Hophni gy 
Phineas ravering 9 for their Fees 
of \lph ; ink aWioang Wn (heb 
luſt ot the doopef- the Tabeviracts. 
2 The vole Hug g#\commun Con | 
tperfation vi'the Ugy of our" proſpe- 
Mey; rich 6: alAtlinrg "the Book 
vf+ #Hhie\. 011. 'Conſctence wyth the 
Authors Book io in "both which [4 


finde my ſelf (ot 19 "fa Thee) 


fas Hrye' in every 
C2 Duty 


| 
| 

| 
| 
| 
| 


Ot the Lite o 


, 

' 
' 
8 
: 


duty the good man commends, and 
not a little peccant in every parti- 
cular taxed by him.) 'T heſe three 
have —— and even inforced 
me to confeſſe, that I am ſure mine 
(and Ifear, thy) ſufferings are not 
the meer ſufferings of pure and 
perfect Martyrs , but of Grie- 
vous Tranſgreſſors. Not only 
under the rods of Gods juſt judg- 
ment, but the ſcorpions of his heavy 
Ai iſpleaſure, erce wrath, and ſore 
Tndignation. Not only | from the 
ſmoaking of Gods pairmen" or the 
ſparks of his Anger, but the flames 
of his furnace, (heat ſeven times 
more then ever.) yea.even from the 
Furiouſneſſe of the wrath of God. 
Plal.78:50. 

Gals | ' finking the Gates, his de- 


\ſtroying 


LIMI 


de- 


"Ss } ed violence againſt us, ſo as 


LINMI 
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ſtroying the wals, his ſlighting the 


| ſtrong holds of Zion ; his polluting 


the Kingdom , his ſwallowing the 


| Palaces;his cutting off the Horn of 


Ifrael : Gods hating our Feaſts, his 


abominating our Sabboths his loath- 


ing our ſolemnities, Ela.1. Gods 
forgetting his Footſtool, his abhor- 


ring his Sanftuary, bis caſting off 


his Altar,are(to me) ſtones that the 
glory of God s departed totheMoun- 
tain, Ezek.11.23. That God hath 
in the indignation of his anger de- 
ſpiſed the King and the Prieſt, 
Lam.2. It muſt be acknowledged 
ſure! that the hand of God hath gone 
out againſt us more then againſt 0- 
thers of our Rank at other times, at 


leaſt, that God bath not reſtrain- 


G_—_—— - 
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| byg\did. that againſt thoſe of our 


Rrofeſsion:.in the dayes of old. 
The portion of the-Egyprian 


Prieſts (that ſerved the Oxe, 
the Ape, and the Onion,) e- 


{caped {ale in time of:the Fa- 


| mine. | Learned Junius (7m bes 
Academia, Chap. 4.) fayes , that 
the Philiſtines ſpared the 


Schooles of the Prophets. in. 


their: Warrs: yiith' Ifrael': and 
that the Phoenicians , Calde- 
ans, and Indians were tender 
over:{tich: places : . This then 
did, God. reſtratne. the 
Princes.: yet that God. (who mm 
his; own Law, Lev:25.32. gave 
the,Levits'a:ſpecral \priviledg 
of:redeemingi Lands ( ſold by 
themſelves): at\iany time; 


other 


ſpirits of 


A a en EEC ES As ea, a. 


when: 


Mr. G. HERBE _——— 
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| other Tribes were limited. to a»ſet. 
Time) hath not"ſtayed i the mad 
neſſe of the people. againſt us, -but\ 
that our portions are” ſold unto 0- 
thers without Redemption. - - 
We muſt acknowledg,that Gods', 
| Word hath taken hold of us, Zec.. 
| 1.5. That the Lord hath deviſed 
a device againſt us, hath watched 
| 14pon the evil, and brought itupon + 
MEE For, under the Whole heaven 
hath not been done, as hath. been 
done upon Jeruſalem, Dan.g.14« 
Let us not flatter our ſelves pre- 
ſumptuouſly ! The puniſhment an- * 
ſwers the ſin, as the wax theſeal, 
and as the Mould owns the Figure «' 
And let us-own-both. Tt-is-oery\ 
danyerons fo bleſſe- our ſelves too. 
boldly; God has curſed: our'Bleſ-+- 


a 1 ſmgs, 


TT, us) i 
III,» ns," 


ww = Us (0d 
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fings, Mal. 2.2. And that he 
may bleſſe to us our very Curſes; 
Let us take with us words and ſay, 
To the Lord our God belong mercies 
and forgiveneſſes, and multiplyed 
pardons;to us ſhame and confuſion, 
as at this day. The moſt com- 
pendious way to get what belongs 
| toGod, is, to take toour ſelves 
| what belongs to us. If we would 
Fudge your ſelves, and every 
man, knowing the plague of his own 
beart, lay Gods Dealing to heart , 
and accepting of our puniſhment, 
| ofveglory to God, and humble our 
ſelves under bis mighty hand; then 
ſhall Godexalt us, and accept us 

and take away our Reproach. 
Tf we ſhall confeſſe our ſins,that 
like Simeon and Levi, we have 
; been 


mg Ng, rg Le Le aa” SK ec 
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been Brethren in-evil, have broken 
the Covenant of Levi, have done 
violence co, and been partial in the 
law have made our ſelves vile, and 
therefore are juſtly, by God, made 
contemptible and baſe before the 
people, Mal.2. If wee ſhall con- 
feſſe, that wee neither underſtood 
nor valued onr High and Holy 
Calling as Chriſtians , much leſſe 
4s Mmiſters of Chriſt ; That we 
did not thrive kindly, when Pro- 
vidence had planted and watered 
#5 in. thoſe Horns of Oyl, the 
two Univerſities; or removed us 
into Countrey Cures, we did not 
fruftifie (as this Book will ſhew) 
in any proportion to his encouraze- 
ments, therfore are juſtly caſhie- 
red out of his ſervice, and ſeript of 
bis 


L200 
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his\ Rewards : - God u faithfull 
and Juſt 0 forgive us: For , Job 
-- 33 27% : He, looks uponmen., if 

Aly, [a I, I, have ſinned, [ have 
purverted that which was r1gbt, 
and it-profited me not ; he will de- 
Irver, bas ſoul. from the pit, bis life: 
ſhall\fee the- light. 

And naw, let. none think, that 
this C onfeſsion will give advantage 
tothe Adverſary:: Tho y. may rake, 
where none. is given : 1 hey may 
fey, Ler the Lord be glorihed: 


By. their own canfeſsion, we of- 


them, hacer they have lin- 


if 


fend. not, though we:devour; 


ned againlt: the Lord, the ha-. 
bitation: of: Juſtice; Jero5e, «; 
But they Sill funde:at loſt, Lhatto: 
forfake the Lees 5.4 ſin; That; 


E_EMWGT Sz a. a. ae wi... 
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it is a bitter thmg. to Help fors 
ward aftliction, when God-1s 
bur a little : dil; pleaſed: That 
Jeruſalem will Fa a;cup'of trems 
bling, and a_ burdenſome: ſtone.to) 
every one that cryes. but Downe: 
with it. Woe to thee, 0: Afſur, 
the Rod of Gods anger ; Theſtaffe, 
mT A ko hand is Gods Indienation. 
Thou, Lord, þ, iſt ordamed him forn 
judgment, ad eſtabliſhed him or: 
correttion ; Even: for Our: corres' 
flion, to purifie Us ſons of: Levi 


from: our dy offe; (' Fdowbut , hee: 


meaneth not ſo.)  andby his. band; 

who puniſheth us not - onely for 
that which' is. fin; to. put 0n-us' 
Martyrs Robes; : by that © contri. 
vance\botb Chajtning and Copering 
OHr ſans: . As. the Perſ1ans < 
their 
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their Nobles beating. their Clothes, 
and ſaving their Perſons. 

There can be no credit loſt by 
giving glory to God : Did A- 
chan loſe any thing by confeſsing 
that God had found him out, and 
his Garment ,and his Wedg * Hath 
not Adonibezek got a Fame of 
Ingenuity, for acknowledg- 
ing Gods Att of Juſticing,in 
| that moſtexact way of Coun- 
| ter paſſhon or Retaliation ? 

which is ſo frequent in theſe times, 
though it is not confiderd.What loſt 
Luther by confeſsing . his perſo- 
| nall defeFts as to God, (Though he 
|. yeilded not a jot in his Cauſe, as 
' tamen *) What Enemy ever up- 
braided that to him? or this to 
the ingenuous learned Caje- 
| tan ? 


LIMI 


Mr. G. HerBeRr, &c. 


_—_—— 


ran ? his humble and ſeaſona- 
| ble (onfeſsron upon laſting re- 
| cord in bis Coments on the 13. ver. 
of the 5. chapter of Saint Mat- 
 thews _ Ye are the 
falr— it the ſalt haveloſt, 
&c. The French Army had ta- 
ken Rome, when he was about 
that Text, and offered great a- 
buſe to the Clergy there. Which 
| be Chriſtianly Reſenting, inferts 
this paſſage, Wee Prelates of 
the Church of Rome, ds 
at this time finde this truth ve- 
rified on us, in a ſpeciall Mea- 


ſure ; Being by the Juſt 


—— 


judgement of God become a 


ſpoyle, and a Prey, and Cap- 


tives - not to Infidells , but to 


J 


( briſtians 


; becauſe wee,” 
who 


| 
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5 were cholen to be che| 
ic of the earth , Evanuimus, | 


were become light perſons, | 


and unlavoury, s _ for nothing 
but outward 
terna Boria, the 
porall. Fence it 15, 
We, and this Cit be trrodden 
under foot this {@ of May, 
1527. And that Excellent 
CHARLS the Fifth i' Honou- 


rable for no one thing more, then 


Revenues Tem- 


for acknowleding the Hand of 


God upon him, both at that pinch 
which made him pant out, Jam: 
me ab omnibus deſertung V1- 
deo : And upon a leſſer occaſh TT 
then that, namely; when:bus Do- 
meſticks Li left bin attralone late: 
at night, and he -would. needs y- 
p14 


Ceremonies, and Ex- 


that both. 


—— — — 


Wir. G. HERBERT \ &c. 
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e| the he ( andle to St LDIUS, (be Deng 
$1} him the way dawn the ſtairs ans, Up 
s,| to God, be (aid; Thinecys have 
'o| 2| ſeen meenvironed with g great: 
| Armies : now thou leelt me: 
1-| abandoned. of mane ordinary* 
bh] Servants. I acknowledge this. 
n| change to come from him with. 
Y, bt Sh is 10 {[hadaw of © change. 
nt | From. the mighty \ hand? of 
4-| God, and will by no means. 
en withſtand i it. Anditts report- 
of | « {That the-Scotiſh Presbyters, 
< ſenſi ible of God's:hand upon-them, 
mi are at.this timemaking: their Ad- 
1- dreſſes to Gad; by Confeſston ' of. 
on'Þ ther ſuns reſpedtively God grant: 
o=| that. (both we and,).\they: may.do. it 
ite] right, . Though I fhall ſtill ſtrive 
1d] with them about the-juſbice of the 


Firſt : 


——— 
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F irft Cauſe; yet about the muſt- | 
neſſe of our perſons will T not | 


- al 
ftrive with them, nor about any | , 
other matter, ſave onely who ſhall | ,, 


confeſſe themſelves greater ſumers | ,x 
to God. Thave ſilenced David, | 
Pſal. 51. andEzra, and Ne- | ,, 
hemiah and Daniel #: their'g. | 
Chapt. and cited onely theſe to || ,1, 
confirm my ſelf (and thee,Brother ) || ;, 


in this duty of giving Glory to God || |; 


in this manner, Ex confiteantur | 1; 
Tibi omnes populi : Even ſo, | ,;, 
True and righteous are thy judg- |, 
ments in all the world, O Lord God |} ;,, 
Almighty ; yea, mercifull are they, of 
and far below our deſervings. ave 

Thope no man will think, though | 
T ſpeak thus, that I give him leave 
taconſtrue my words Mathe-. 
matically, 


tof ( orpus Chriſt; ( olledpe in Ox- 
| ford, 


c 
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| matically, as if there was not an 
' atome,or hair of a good man , or 
| man of God in our Church, There 
| were divers primitive(and are at 
| this day,Bleſſed be God, The Lord 
| make them 1000 times more then 
they: are,) holy and heavenly 


ſouls, veſſels choſen and fitted for 
the ſervice of the Sanftuary. T ſhall 
be bold to inſtance in Three, who 
died in peace; few conſidering(ſome 
did)that they were taken away from 
the evil to come, leſt their eys ſhould 
ee(what their ſpirits foreſaw)what 
come 01 u5,0n whom the days, not 
of viſitation only, but of vengeance 
hers ends of the ak, > come. 
The firſt of theſe was Thomas 
Jackſon D. D. late Preſident 


Of the Life of | 


ford, and ſometimes Vicar of S'. for 
Nicholas Church in Newcaſtle | {þ, 
upon Tyne; two places that muſt | 1, 
give account to God for the good 
they had, or might have had by 
that Man , as all Scholers muſt for of 
bis negletted Works. thi 
The ſecond was Mr. Nicholas | ,; 
Ferrer of little Gidding in Hun- | 1, 
tington Shire, ſometimes fellow- 
Commoner- and Fellow - of Clare- | j1 
hall in Cambridg. Cl 
The third was the Author of 
this book, Maſter. GEORGE of 
HE RB E&'T, Fellow of Tri- 
nity. Colledge, Orator of the Uni-- | ;; 
verſity of Cambridge, and Rector | fo 
of Bemmortonvun Wiltſhirez All | 
three Holy mither# lives, emment| \ j, 
in their gifts, ſronall Proteftants' | ;, 


for ; 


UMI 
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for their Religion , painful m 
their ſeverall ſtations, prettous in 
| their, deaths, and ſiweet in ther 
Memories. 
Firſt, I will give thee a briefe 
" | of. ſome confrontments-, common to 
them all, and then ſome- of | their, 
* | atleaſt this Authors proper cxcel- 
” | lencies apart. 
: I.. They all had that inſepara- 
" | ble Lot and fione of Chriſt and 
| Chriſtians, I{a. 8. 18. Heb. 2. 
f 12. Luke 2.34. To be fiones 
* | of Contradiftion ( or ſpoken A- 
© | gainſt )men wondred at, and rated 
” | at by theworld. Door Jack- 
Ca ſon in two particulars ſuffered 
UL | much: . Hehad like to' have 
* | been ſore Shin by the Parliament 
in "tie year, 1628. for Tenets 
"A in 


—_—__ 
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Divmity, I cannot (ay, ſo far dri- 


ven by him, as by ſome men now 


they are with great Applauſe. Fis 


approach to Unity was very . neer. | 


Grant me, /aith he, but thele 
two things, "That God has a 
true freedom in doing good, 
and man a true freedome in 
doing evill , there needs be no 0- 
ther controverſfie betwixt the Op- 
poſutes in point of Providence and 
Predeſtination. Attrib. Ep.Ded. 
2.He had anAdverſary in England 


who writ a book agamſt him, with a | 


Title not ſo kindfp as might have 
been deviſed. It was this, A Diſ- 
covery of Dr. Jackſons follies : 
which he bound as an ornament up- 
on him,(as Job ſays) that is, never 


anſwered but in the language of the . 
Lamb , 


Mr.G. HERBERT, Occ. 


F: Lamb dumb before the ſhearer, ſt- 


lence and ſufferance. And he had 


one in Scotland-who alſo girded at 


him,withouf cauſe or anſwer. 


And. for M. Ferrar, he was ſo 


exerciſed with contradiftions,as no 


man. that lived jo private as be 
defired -to. doe ,  .could poſsibly 
bee more.” . I have heard him 
ſay , valuing ( not reſenting 
his owne ) ſuffermgs m this 
kind, Thar to fry a Faggot, 
was not more ris 
then continuall obloquy. He © 


was torn aſunder as with mad 


horſes,or cruſhed betwixt the upper 
and under milſtone of contrary re- 
ports; that he was a Papiſt, 
and that he was a Puritan. What 


| is, \if this \be not, to be ſawn 


alunder 


- Or tt 


E. OQ 


fer as rn ſtoned' as\Jere- 
, \made a Drum, or Lympani- 
{:d, od _ Ther Samts of Ged.were ?. 
and after bis deach when ay. In-) - 
_ unetion (which he: laid upon his 
(friends when he. lay. on.. his, death. 
»bed) A great-company. of. Come- 
(dres, 'Tragedies, Love Hymnes, | - 
toicad poems CC. Were bur , 
upon'his grave, as utter. Enemies | ( 
to.Chriſtian. Prmciples and pra- : 
ices. (that 'was : this* brand) f 
ſome' -poor people faid; | Heraas ul / 
a 


$k# 


—<— 


Conjurer. 
.. . And for our Aatbour: ( The] ; 
{weet .\ finger of the Temple) , 
though he was one of the moſt pru- | ; 
dent. and accompliſh” d men of \ bis | ,, 
tame., Ihave heard. fober ment ben» | + 
yore him as a\man\that ded nat | _, 
(EAT manage | 
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manage his -brave parts to his 


beſt advantage and preſerment , 


but loſt himſelf in hr imble 
way ; That was the {+> +» 91 
remember it. | 

T he ſecond thin? when 11 T bree 
agreed, was'a ſonenle:j Jrovericy 


Hnbruct cM. ad tr, anfenlon: 7 Dex- 
terity in Defending the rateſtaiit 
Relivion oſtablijhed i in t'2 church 
of England. I ſpe it in_the 
preſence of God, 1 he ve not read 
ho hearty, V1 ows''a Champton 
againſt Rome ( amy? 12ſt our Writ. 
ters of his Rank ) 19 conVinemsg 
ani + nga 5D Tackſon 
.ts. 1 bleſſe God jor - the confir- 
mation which '7e hath given me im 
the Chriſtian 'Re!:71on againſt the 


| 2g Jew, and Socintan, and 


—— 


in 


| 
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in the Proteſtant, againſt Rome. 


As alſo, by what I have ſeen in 
Manuſcript of My. Ferrar's, and 
heard by relation of his Travels 
over the Weſterne parts of Chri- 
ſtendome , m which, bis exqui- 
fite carriage, his rare parts and 
abilities of underſtanding and Lan. 
guages, his Moralls more perfe&t 


' then the beſt did tempt the Ad- 


verſaries to tempt him, and marke 
him for a prize, if they could 
compaſſe him. And opportunity 
they had to do this, in a fick- 
neſſe that ſeized on him at Padua, 
where mighty care was had by 
Phyſicians and others to recover 
his bodily health, with deſagne 
to infeft his ſoul. But neither 
did their phyſick nor poyſon work 


any 


| 


Mr. G. HEeRBEKT,&c. 

'| any change in his Religion, but 
' | rather inflamed him with an. holy 
zeale, to\ revenge .their charity, 
by tranſplanting 'their waſte arld 
miſplaced zeal, (as they were all. 


three admirable im ſeparating from 

the - vile; what was pretious in 
*| every ſet or perſon under ' heas 
; ven) to adorn our Proteſtant 
E Religion, by a right - renouncmg 
1 the world with-all: it's \ profits 


and honours, in a true crucify- 
J | ing the fleſh, with all it's plea- 
ſures, by continued Temperance, 
» | Faſting and "Watching unto 
Y, Prayers. In all which ex- 
erciſes , as he farre out-went the 
"| choicelt of their retired men; 
11 ſo did he far undervalue theſe deeds, 
rating them much below ſuch 


Rf prices 


hs ne rn nn nn nn nn rn nn 
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prices as they ſet upon them. Up- 
0 this deſagne hee help'd to put 
ant Leſhus., and to ſtir up us 
'Miniſters to be painfull in. that 
excellent labour of the Lord, Ca- 
techifing, feeding che Lambs 
of Chriſt : - Hee tranſlated a 
prete of Lud. Carbo; wherein 
Garbo confeſſeth, that the Here- 
. ticks (1. e. Proteſtants ) had got 
much advantage by Catechizing : 
But the Authority at Cambridge 
ſuffered not that Egyptian Jewell 
to be publiſh'd. 

And he that reads M" HeR- 
BERT'S Poems attendingly, ſhall 


finde not onely the excellencies of 


Sergpture Drvinitie, and choice 
paſſages of the Fathers bound up 
in Meetre - but the Doftrine of 


Rome 
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| Rome alſo finely and ſtrongly con- 
 futed, as in the Poems, To Saints 
and Angels pag.69. The Bri- 
tiſh Church pag 1 o2.Church 
Militanr,exc. "FL 
Thus (tood they in aſpeft to 
Rome and her children on the left 
hand. As for our Brethren 
that erred on the right hand, 
(Doctor Jackſon ſpeaks for 
himſelf) and Mr. F. though he 
ever honoured their perſons ( that 
were pious and learned ) and. 
alwayes ſpoke of. them with much 
Chriſtian reſpe&, yet would hee 
bewaile thetr miſtakes, which (like 
miſts ) led them im ſome points back 
again to thoſe errors of Rome. 
which they had forſaken. ' To 
| inſtance m one: He that ſayes, 
b 2 Preach- 


| ; Ot :the Lite of 


preaching in the pulpit « abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to ſalvation , fals 
mto twoRomilh errours. 1.That 
the» Scripture is too dark. 2. 
That it is unſufficient to ſave a 
man. And perhaps a third, ad- 
vancing. . the man of Rome, 
more then they mtend him, I am 
ſure. But the chiefe aime of 
Maſter F. and this Authour , was 
to. win thoſe that diſliked our 
Liturgy, Catechiſme, &c: by the 
conſtant, reverent, and holy uſe 
of them : Which, ſurely had we all 
imitated, having firſt imprinted 
| thevertue of. theſe prayers mn our 
own hearts, and then ſtudied with 
| Paſcionate and affettonate celebra- 
tion, (for voyce, 2eſture, &<c * ) as 
m God's preſence, to imprint them 
| in 


Mr. G. HerRBERT,&c. 


— 


in the mindes of the people, (as 
this Book teaches,) our prayers 
had been generally as well beloved 
as they were ſcorned. And for miy 
part, 1 am apt to think, That our 


prayers ſtood ſo long, was a favour | 
by God granted us at the prayers of 


theſe men, (who prayed for 


theſe prayers as well as in_ 


them :) and that they fell ſo ſoon, 
was 4 puniſhment of our negli- 
gence, (and other fins who had not 


taught even thoſe that liked them 
well to uſe them aright , but that 


the 200d old woman ch F abſolve, 


though not ſo loud, yet as confident- | 


ly as Cola Miniſter himfelfe. 


Laſtly,The blefled Three in 
One did make theſe three men a- 1 
gree in one point more, That 


b 3 one 


— 
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one ſpirit, which divides to every 
man vifts as he pleaſes, ſeems to me 
'£0' have dropt-upon theſe three E- 

. te&-veſſels all of them ſome un&ti- 
on or tintture of the Spirit of pro- 
phefie. Shall I ſay, I hope,or. Fear 
Mr. Herberts lines pag. 190. 
ſhould be verified ? 


Religion ſtands one Tipto in our Land, 
Ready to paſſe to the American ſtrand. 
When height of malice and prodigious luſts, 
Impudent finnings,Witchcrafts and diſtruſts 
( The markes of Fucure Bane) hall fill our cup 
Unto the brim,and make our meaſure up : 
When Sein ſhall (wallow Tyber, and the Thames 
By letting in them both,pollutes her ſtreams : 
When Ttaly of us ſhall have her will, 

And all her Kalender of fins fulfill ; 
Whereby one may foretell,what fins, next yeer; 
Shall-both in France and England Domineer 3 
Then ſhall Religion ro America flee : 
They have their times of Goſpel,cven as we. 
My God,thou doſt prepare for them a way 
By carrying firſt their Gold from them away 3 

" Por Gold and Grace did never yet agree, 

Religion alwayes (ides with poverty. 

We think we rob them, but we think amiſle; 

We are more poor,and they more rich by ws ; 

ou 
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' Thou wile revenge their quarrel!, making Grace 


To pay our debts,and leave our Ancient place 
To gotothemzwhile that w*Þ now their Nation 
But lends to us, ſhall be our diſolation. 

I pray God he may prove a true 
prophet for poor America,not a- 
gamſt poor England. Ride on 
Moſt Mighty Jein, becauſe of 
the word of truth. 'T hy Goſpel ts a 
light big enough for them and us : 
But leave us not. The people of 
thine holmeſſe have poſſeſſed it but 
a little while, Iſaiah. 63. 15. 
&c. 

When ſome Farmers neer the 
place where Maſter Ferter lived, 
ſomembat before theſe times, de- 
fired longer leaſes to bee made 
them, hee intimated , that ſeven 
yeares would be long enough , 
troublous times were coming , they 


b 4 might 
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might thank God if they enjoyed 
them ſo long in peace. 

But conſidering the accuſtomed 
modeſty of Dr. Jacklon mſpea- 
king of things not certain, I much 
admire that ſtrange Appendix to 
his Sermons, (partly delrvered be. 
' fore the King) about the Signes 
£ of the Times, printed in the year 

1637. touching the great Tem- 
peſt of wind which fell out upon 
the Eve of the fifth of No- 
vember, 1636. He was much 
aſtoniſhed at it, and what appre- 
henſion he had of it, appeares by 
theſe words of his: Thus mughty 
' wind was more then a ſugne of 
the Time, Tempus ipſum 
admonebat, The very time 
* it ſelfe was a Signe, and 


in- | 
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interprets this Meſlenger's 


as well as the Prophets 
(were any now) could do. 
Both wind and time teach us 
| | that truth often mentioned in 
theſe Meditations. Thus much 
the Reader may underſtand, that 
though we of this Kingdom. 
were in firm League with 
| | all the Nations of the earth, 
yet 1t is ſtill in God's power, 
> | we may fear in his purpoſe, 
to plague this Kingdome 
/ | by his owne immediate 
/ | hand, by this Meſlenger, or 
' | by like Tempeſts, more grie- 
i | vouſly then he hath donatany 
time, by the Famine, cm 
| | or Peſtilence, to bury many 


LIMI 


voice better then a Linguiſt, 


b 5 living 


— 


Of the * 7 


living ſouls as well of _ 

riour as inferiour Rank, 

the ruins of their ſtately og 

ſes or meaner Cottages, Cc. 
And what ſhall be thought of 

that Which fell from his Pen in 


bu Epiſtle Dedicatory of his At- | 


rribures, written November 20, 
1627, and Printed 1 6 2 8, in 
theſe words, or more ? If an 
maintain, Thar all rac ; 


( 


were ſo decreed by God = | 


fore the Creation , that no- 
thing ſince could have fallen | 
out otherwiſe then it hath | 
done; That nothing can be 
amended that is amiſle : 1 
deſire leave to oppugne his 
opinion, not onely as an er. 


rour , but as an Ignorance, 


involving 
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involving enmity to the ſweet 
Providence of God as a fore- 
runner of ruine to flouriſhing 
| States and Kingdoms, where 
f | it grows common, or comes 
to full height. 
- | Was this a conjefture of Pru- 
, | dence? or a cenſure of the phyſi- 
n | call influence, or of the meritorious 
y " effefÞ of theſe Tenets ? Or rather, 
'S 
wn 


' a Prediction of an Event * Let 
| the Reader judg. 


> | In theſe they did agree : The ſe- 
n | quell will ſhew wherein they 
-h | differed. 

Je 


I This Authour, Mr. G. He R- 
IS! BERT, was extrafted out of a 
_ Generous, Noble, and Ancient 

Family > Flu Father was R 1- 
: CHARD 


L 1M! 


—— 
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CHARD HERBERT of Blache- 
hall, in Mountgomery, E{q ; 
deſcended from the Great Sir 
RicHarD HERBERT in Ed- 
ward the Fourth's time . and fo 
bu Relation to the Noble Fanuly 
of that Name, well known. His 
Mother was Daughter of Sir R1- 
chard Newport of Arcoll, 
who doubtleſſe was a pious daughter, 
' ſhe was ſo good and godly a mother , 
She had ten children, Job's num- 
ber, and Job's diſtin&ion, ſeven 
fons ; for whoſe education ſhe went 
and dwelt in the Univerſity, to 
® recompence the lofſe of their Fa- 
{ Þ3n ther, in giving them two Mothers. 
And this great care of hers, this 
good ſon of hers ſtudied to im- 


prove and requit?, as us ſeen in 


thoſe 


Mr.G. Hers ERT, &c. 


thoſe many Latin and Greek Verſes, 
the Obſequious Parentalia, he 
made and printed in her memory : 
| which though they be good, very 

good, yet (to ſpeak freely even of 
| this man I ſo much honour) they 
be dull or dead in compariſon of his 
Temple Poems. And no marvel, 
To write thoſe, he made his ink 
with water of Helicon, but theſe 
Inſpirations propheticall were di. 
ftilled from above : In thoſe are 
weake motions of Nature, in 
theſe Raptures of Grace. In 
thoſe be Writ Fleſh and Blood: 
A fraile earthly Woman, though 
a MOTHER,, but in theſe 
he prayſed bis Hearvenly F A. 
THER , the God of Men 
and Angels, and the Lord 


Teſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt His Maſter ; For ſo 
(to quicken himſelf 1 in Duties, and 
to cut off all depending on man, 
whoſe breath is in his noſtrils) hee 
uſed ordinarily to call our Savi- 
our. 

T forget not Where T left him : 
He did thrive ſo well there, that he 
was firſt choſen fellow of the Eol- 
ledge , and afterward Oratour 0 
the Univerſitie. The Memorials 
of him left im the Orators Book, 
fhew how be diſcharged the Place : 

and himſelf i intimates, Church, 
Pa. 29. That whereas his Birth 
Spirit prompted hm to Mar- 
Yall Atchievements , The way 
that takes the Town; and not 
to fit ſamperin over a Book ; God 
| fe ru ank his ſpirit , and 


entice 


]- Mr.G.HerBerr, &c. 


| 


— a 
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entice him with Academick Honor, 
to be content to wear, and wrap 
up himlelfe in a gown , /v 
long, till be durſt not put it off, 
nor retire to any other calling. 
However , propably he might I have 
heard ( as other Orators ) have 
had a Secretary of States 
place. 

But the good man like a genuine 
ſon of Levi (Ihad like to have 


ſaid Melchiſedeck) balked all 


ſecular wayes, ſaw neither father, 
nor mother , childe nor Brother, 
birth nor friends ( ſave in Chriſt 
Jeſus ) choſe the Lord for his por- 
tion, and his ſervice for employ. 
ment. And he knew full well what 
he did when he received Holy or- 


ders, as appears by eyery page 


m. 
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in this Book, and by the Poems 
cal d Prieſthood, and Aaron : 
And by this unparalell d vigilan- 
cy which he uſed over his Pa- 
riſh, which made him (ſayes 
that modeſt Authour of the E- 
piltle before his Poems, N. F. 
who knew him well) A Peer to 
the primitive Saints, and 
more then a pattern to his 
Own agc. 


Befides his Parſonage, he had 


alſo a Prebend in the Church of 


Lincoln; which I think (be. 


cauſe be lived far from, and 


fo could not attend the duty of 


that place,) he would y Fu 
\ have reſfien:d to Maſter Ferrer, 
and often earneſtly fued to him to 


| diſcharge him.of it ; but Maſter F. 
| vows. 


| 
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hl refuſed, and diverted or 
lirefted his charity (as I take it ) 


| to the re-edifying of the ruined 


( hurch of Leighton, where the 
corps of the Prebend lay. So that 
the ( hurch of England owes to 
him (beſides what good may come 
by this Book, towards the repair of 
us Church-men in point of morals, ) 
the reparation of a Church- 
mareriall , and eredtion of 


| that coſtly piece (of Moſaick - or 


Solomonick work_) the Tem- 
ple; which flouriſhes and ſtands 
mviolate, when our other. Magmft - 
cences are deſolate, and deſpiſ ed. 
Theſe things I have ſaid are high ; 

but yet there « one thing which 
I of above all the reſt : - The 
right managin? of the Fraternall 
Duty 


FEE 
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_ duty of reproof i (me thinks ) 
one of themoſt difficult offices of 
Chriſtian Prudence. O Lord ! | oy 
what ts then the Miniſteriall ? | hi 
» To do it as wee ſhould, is likely g1 
tb-anger a whole world of waſpes, | 'T 
to ſet fire on the earth. This, I | to 
have conje tured, was that which a 
made many holy men leave the | wo 
world, and live in wilderneſſes ; | be 
which, , by the way, was not counted R 
by Ancients, an att of Perfettion, | he 
4 of Cowardiſe and poor ſpiri- || he 
tedneſſe : of Flight ro ſhade and | dc 
ſhelter, not of Fete in duſt and | B 
bloud, and heat of the day. Thu 
Authour had not only got the cou- | ſu 
rage to do this, but the Art of doing | in 
this aright. | th 
T here was not a4 man in hi | d; 
way 


LMI 


hm 
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way ( be he of what Ranke hee 
would) that ſpoke awry (m 
order to God) but he wip'd 
his mouth with a modeſt, 
grave and Chriſtian reproot: 
This was Heyoicall ; Adequate 
to that Royall Law, Thou ſhaltin 
any caſe reprocve thy Brother, and 
not ſuffer ſin upon him. And that 
be did this, I have heard from true 
Reporters, and thou mayſt ſee 
he had learned it himſelfe , elſe 
he never had taught it us , as hee 
does in drvers paſſages of this 
Book. 

Hu ſingular Dexterity mn 


ſweetning this Art, thou mayſt ſee 


m the Garb and phraſe of his wri- 
ting. Like a wiſe Maſter-buil- 


der, he has fet about a forme of 


Speech, 
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Speech, transferred it in a Figure, |. 


as if be was all the while learn- 
ing from another man's mouth or 
pen, and not teaching any. And 
whereas we all of us deſerved the 
ſharpneſſe of Reproofe, weyx 
andlopasr, Fe ſaith, He does 
this, and he does that, 
whereas, poor men, we did nd 
ſuch thing. This dart of his, 
thus dipped, pierces the ſoul. 


There u another thing (ſome 


will call it a Paradox) which 1 


learned from Him (and Mr. Fer-| 


rer )in the Managery of their " 
cordiall and Chriſtian Friend- 


{hip. That this may be maintained | 


im Vigour and hetoht without the 


Ceremonies of Viſuts and Comple-| 


in 


ments ; yea, without any Trade of 


ſecular 


UM 
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ſecular courteſies, meerly im order 
to ſpirituall Edification of one ano- 


| ther m love. I know they loved 


each other moſt entirely, and their 
ery ſouls cleaved together moſt 
intimately , and drove. a large 


ſtock of (hriſtian- Intelligence to. 


gether long before their deaths : yet 
ſaw they not each other in many 
years, I think, ſcarce ever , but 
4s Members \of one Univerſite, 
in ther whole lives. 

There i one thing more may 
be learn'd from theſe Two (1may 


| ſay, theſe Three) alſo : Namely, 


| That Chriſtian Charity will 


| keep Unity of fouls, amidſt great 


afferences of Gifts and Opmi- 


| ons. There was Toariation con. 


le of| oder able in their Indowments : 
Dr. |. | 


—_ 
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Doctor Jackſon had m bu 
youth( as if he then had underſtood 
Gods, calling -) laid his grounds} 
carefully in Arithmet ick, Gram- 
mer, Philology, Geometry, Rhe- 
torick, Logick, Philoſophy, 0- 
rientall Languages, Hiſtories, 
&c. (yea, be had Inſight in He- 
raldry and Feroglyphicks, ) 
made all theſe ſerve either as Rub- 
biſh under the Foundation, or as 
drudges and day labourers to Theo- 
logy. He was copious and defi- 
nitive in ( ontroverſaes of all ſorts. 
Maſter Ferrar was Maſter of 
the Weſterne Tongues, yet cared 
not for Criticiſmes and curioſities. 
He was alſo very modeſt in points 
of controverſie, and would ſcarce 
Tenture to Opine, even in the 
points 


bee | 
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| points wherem the world cenſured 


him poſſeſſed. Our Authour was 


of a midle Temper betwixt, or a 
Compound of both the ſe; yet having 
rather more of Maſter Ferrer #1 
him: And to what he had of him, 
he added the Art of Divine Poe- 
fie,and other polite learning which. 
' ſo commended him to perſons moſt 
Eminent in their time, that Do- 
cor Donne inſcribed to him a 
paper of Latine verſes in print; 
and the Lord Bacon having 
tranſlated ſome Pſalmes into En- 
gliſh meetre, ſent them with a 
Dedication prefixed, To his very 


es. | Good friend, Maſter GzorGE 


HERBERT, thinking that be had 
kept a.true decorum in chuſing one 


| ſo fit for the Argument, 1m reſpe&t 


of 
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7 Divinity and Potſy (the one as 
the Matter, the other as the Stu) 
that a, better choice he could. not 
make. 

In ſumm, To diſtinguiſh them 
by better Reſemblances out of the 
Old and New Teſtament, and 
antiquity: Me thinks, Dottor ] 


has ſomewhat like the ſpirit © of 


Jeremy, Saint James, and Sal- 
vian. Maſter Herberr, like Da- 
vid, and other Pſalm-men, Saint 
John, and Prudentius. Maſter 
. like Elay, Saint Luke, and 
rs Cheyloltvine; yet in this 
diverſity, had they ſuch an Har- 
mony of ſouls as Was admirable. 
Far mſtance, 7 ane who dt 
in ſome points from them. al 
m him. they ſo agreed all, as 
"that 


GS. | 
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| that Maſter F. out of a great-li- 


king of the Man, tranſlated him 


into Engliſh, Maſter Herbert 


commented on him, and  commen- 


ded him to. uſe :; And Doftor I. 


allowed him for the Pre e, It was 


Valdeſlo's 10 Conſiderations.. 


It would ſwell this Preface tos 


much to ſet down the ſeverall excel- 


lencies of our Authour : His con- 
{ciencious expence of Time, 
which he ever meaſured by - the 
pulſe,that native watch God has 
ſet in every of us. Fiis eminent 
Temperance, and Frugality, 
(the two beſt Purveiors for his 


Liberality and Beneficence,) his 
private Faſtings, his mortif- 
cation of the body, | his extem- 
porary exerciſes thereof, at the 


C ſtght 


” Of the Lite of Fer 


[a or:. viſt of a Charnell 
uſe, whoye every Bone, before 
ehridoy if Mp in judgement a- 


$eaeke of « palin 


when ancient hely 
_—_ Yun to Clock, ani aſsiſt 
the dying Chriſtian wich prayers 
and rears (for ſure that was the 
growl of that cuftome ,) and at all 
orcnfrons he conld Lay hold of poſ: 
fibly, which he fonght with the 
_— that others ſhun and ſhift 
them. Beſides his careful, (mot 


fermpacivas 3 Jobſervation of appoin- 
ted Faſts, Lents, aud Em 


The n left and defet of this ” 
he faid, had ſuth influx on the 
childyen which the Fathers of the 
Church did beget at ſnob mans, 


uy bell, 


de: at 


uſed (ſaid | 


@ | * 


= 
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45 malignant Stars are ſaid to have 
over naturall Produttions, Chils = 
dren of ſuch Parents, as be Far 


fling and Prayers, being like 1+ 


ſaak, and Jacob, end Samuel; 
moſt likely to become Children of 
the Promiſe, Wraſtlers with God, 
and fitteſt to wear a linnenEphod, 
And with this Faſting. be -imp'd 
his prayers both private and pub 
lick : His private muſt be left to 
God, who ſaw them wn ſecret ; his 
publick ' were the Morning and 
EveningSacrifice of theChurch 
Licurgie , which be uſed. with 
conſciencious devotion, . 920t of, Cur 
ſtome , but ſerious Judgement, 
Knowing , 1. That the Sopjnſ 
uſed to make people hate . theja, 
Was 4 ſolid reaſon to: make men 
| C 3 of 


ee CO 


.». Ofthe Life of 
of underſtanding love them; Name- 
by, becauſe taken out of the Maſſe 
Book: Taken ont, but as gold 
from droſſe, the precious from the 
Vile. The wiſe Reformers knew 
Rome would cry Shiſra, ſchiſm, 
and therefore they kept all they 
could lawfully keep, bemg loth to 
give offence, as our bleſſed Savi- 
our, being loth to 70 the Jews 
at the great Reformation , kept 
divers old Elements, and made them 
new Sacraments and Services, as 


their frequent Waſhings he turned 
into one w xo ſome ſervice 


of - the Paſſeover .mio the Lord's 
Supper. 2. That the home- 
linefle and courlſeneſle, which 
alſo | was objefted, was a great 
commendation. The Lambes poor 


of + | 


| 


_ Mr.G. HerBERT, Kc: "I 


| 
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of the Flock are forty, . for -oue 
grounded Chriſtian ; praportianable 
muſt be the care of the Churchitp 
provide mulk ; that #, plan and 
eaſie nouriſhment for them : and 
Il had our Church dong, hoping 
that ſtronger Chriſtians, , ax; they 
abounded wi Gifts, ſo they had 
ſuch a ſtore of the Grace of Chay 
rity, as for their weak. Brethred's 
ſakes to be content therewith; \.. 
He thought alſo that a ſet Lis 
turzy was of great uſe in reſpe&t 
of thoſe without , Whether exring 
Chriſtians .\, ar . unbelieving.. men, 
That when We had uſed our beſt 


erouments againſt their errours or 


 wnbeliefe, we might ſhew them 4 


Form wherein we did, and deſered 
they would, ſerve Almighty | God. 


Cc 3 with» 


- Of fihe T Life b6.:) 


wo: That we might be able 
t0*ſay; This 'is our Church, 
Here would we land you. Thrs 
we believe, ſee the Creed. Thus 
we pray, baprize, catechile, 
celebrate the Euchariſt, Mar- 
ry, "Bury, -Intreat the ſick, &c. 
| Theſe beſides Wnity and other ac- 
| Cceſſary benefits, he thought grounds 
ſufficient to bear him out in this 


praftiſe * wherein he ended his 


life, calling for the Church Pray- 
ers awhile before his death "Jojing 
Noneto them, none'to them 
#t' once both commending them, 
and bis foul to God in them, im- 
 mediately before his diſſolution, as 
fone Martyrs did, Mr. Hullicr 


by name; Vicar of Babram my 


» 


fo death in Cambridge; 


— 
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we. tw. 2% Im cc. 4 


Wa f 


hd + , fm SO =o 2 = 


L/ Mr. G.HerBerr, &c. 


5 
f 
0 
P 


II"On_ 


having the  Common.Prayer 


' Book in his hand, in ſtead of a 


Cenſor, .and uſing the prayers as 
incenſe, offered up himſelfe as a 
whole Burnt ' Sacrifice to God, 
with whom the very Book it ſelfe 


ſuffered Martyrdome, when fallen. 


out of his conſumed hands, it was 
by the Executioners thrown into 
the fire and burnt as an Hereticall 


| Book. 


He was moreover ſo great a Lo- 


| ver of Church-Mufick; That 


he uſually called it Heaven upon 
earth, and attended it afew: days. 


' before his death. But above all, 


his chief delight was in the Hol 
Scripture, One leafe whereof þ 
profeſſed he would not part with, 


| though be might have the whole 


world 


— — 


TE 


world in Exchange. That was his 
_ wiſdome, his comfort, his 


joy, out of that he took his Mot. 


to; LeSSE THEN THE LEAST 
OF ALL GOD'S MERCIES. In 
that be found the ſubſtance, Chriſt, 
and in Chriſt Remiſston of ſins, yea, 
in his blood he placed the goodneſſe 
of his good works. It is a good 
Work, (ſaid he of Building a 


Church,) if it be ſprinkled wath | 


the Blood of Chriſt. 
Thus high efteem of the Word 
of life, as it wrought in himſelfe 
4 wondrous expreſsion of bigh 
 Reverence, when ever be either 
read it himſelfe, or beard others 
read it, ſo it made him equally 
wonder that thoſewhich pre- 
tended{uch extraordinary jove 
100 


Of the Life _ 5% 


, Mr. G. HeERBERT,&c. 
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— 


to Chriſt:Jeſus, as many did, * 
could” poſsibly give ſuch leave and 


| liberty to themſelves as to hear that 


word that ſhall judge us at the 
laſt day, without any the leaſt 
expreſſion of that holy feare 
and trembling, which they ought 
to charge upon their ſouls in private, 
and in publick, to imprint upon 0- 


thers. 


 . Thus have Iwith my foul hands 


ſoiled this (and the other) fair 


piece, and worn out thy patience : 
yet. have I not ſo much as with 
one daſh of a penſill,” offered to 
deſcribe that perſon of his, which 
afforded ſo unuſuall a Conteſſera- 
twn | of Elegancies , and ſet of 
Rarities to the Beholder, nor ſaid I 


| any thing of his Perſonall Rela- 


tion, 


Of the Life of 


—m—_— 


= tion, 45 en Husband, to a loving 


and vertuous Lady , as a Kinſ- 
man, Maſter, exc. yet will I nat 
filence hus ſpirituall love and care 
of Servants; "Teaching Maſters 


this duty, To allow their Servants | 


daily time, wherein to pray pri- 
ately, and to emjoyne them to do 
it: holding this | true generally, 


That publick prayer alone to | 


ſuch perſons,is no prayer at all. 
. 1. have given thee onely theſe lt. 
neaments. of his mind, and thou 
mayeſt fully ſerve thy ſelfe of thu 
Book, in what -vertue of his thy 
foul longeth after. His prattice 
it. was, and His Character. it 4, 
His as Authour, ' and \His as 


Object:; yet, Ls, the humility of 


this gracious man! Fe had [mall 
10) eſteem 


pn — ty ga ww mg ©_—V= oa | 


4 a adi. 
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r.G. HsrBeRT, &c. 


eſteem of this Book, and but very 
little of bis Poems. Though God 
had magnified bim with extraordi- 
nary Gifts, yet ſaid be, God has 
broken into my Study, and 
taken off my Chariot wheels, 
| have nothing worthy of God. 
And even this lvwlineſſe in his own 
eyes, doth more advance their 


| worth, and his vertaes. 


[ have done pwhen I have beſought = 
the R. Fathers, fome Cathe- 
drall, Eccleftaſticall, and Aca- 
demicall men, (which Ranks the 
modeſt Anthour meddles not with, ) 
to draw Idza's for their ſeyerall 
Orders reſpeftively. (Why ſhould 
Papiſts (as Timpius) be more 


carefull or painfull in this kind 


| then we?) If it do noother good, 


yet 


LINMI 


Of the Lite of 


——. 


yet will it FOI) on in the the way 0 of 
Repentance, by diſcovery of for. 


mer miſtakes or neoletts ; which 


# the greateſt, .| if 1 not the onely 


Good that can probably be hoped 
for, . out of thu Tratt: which 


being writ nigh ewen ears 
"xk will wr ſubj 5e- F miſ- 
conftruttion. The 0d Lord 
proſper it according to the pious 
mtent of the Authour, and hearty 
wiſhes of the Prefacer who con- 
feſſes himſelfe unworthy to carry 
out the Dung of Gods Sacri- 
hces. 


233393233339 23: 


(TREE EN 
5353s 
SIETIEAATE TELE 


A Prieſt tothe Temple : 


O R, 
The Country ParSoON 
his CHARACTER, &c.. 


CHAP. I. 
Of a raid 


eputy 0 
| 3 for the reduci 

| A of Man to the O- 
_ *I bedience of God. 


taines the dire ſteps 
B 


Of a Paſtor. "—__ 


Duty and Audtority. For firſt, Man 
fell from God by diſobedience. 
Secondly, Chriſt is hs glorious in- 
ftrument of God for the revoking | 
of Man. Thirdly, Chriſt being not | 
to continue on earth, bur after hee 
had fulfilled the work of Reconcili- | 
ation, to be received up into heaven, 
he conſtituted Deputies in his place, 
and theſe are Prieſts. And there- 
fore S*. Paslin the _— of his 
Epiſtles, profeſſeth this in the | 
firſt to x Coloſsians plainly avouch- 
eth, that he, fils #p t which i & &e- 43.1 
hinde the a aficus of Chriſt in V 
os #9 » for his Bodie's ſ- ike, or l 
Church. W herein is contained |. Þ 

the complete definition of a Mini- | © 
ter. Our of this Chartre of the | # 
Prieſthood may be plainly gathered | 
{mc the Digni A herons and the | A 
TheDi 4 

is 

tus 

tro 


: 
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» 


ignity, in thata Prieſt 

view ds in which Chriſt did, and 
his au@ority, and as his Vice- 
gerent, The Duty, Or FO 


E > don wie Ch iT nd! 


".” . Their Diverſitits. 


after his manner, both for Done 
and Life. 


_— 
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CHnapP. II. 
Their Diverſities. 


F Paſtors ( intcacing mine 
() own Nation only, and alſo 
cherein ſetting aſi ide theRe- 

verend Prelates of the Church; to 
whom this diſcourſe ariſeth not)ſome 
live in the Univerſities, ſome.in No- 


| ble houſes, ſome in Pariſhes reſiding 


on their Cures; Of thoſe that live 
in the Univerſities,' ſome live there 
in office, whoſe rule is that of the 


Apoſtle; Rom.126. Hav ts 
rk sccarding to the grace neg 
is x en tows, whether pr Pos let 
hecy according to-the propor- 
el 0 of faith: or mine) , let us wait 
2 on 


01 our miniſtring ; or he that teacheth, | 
0 teaching,$C, he tbat raleth, let hins | 
do it with diligence, &c. Somein a } 


. Their Diverſities . 


_—_—— 


nm man way,whoſe aim and la- 
our muſt be not only to get know- 
ledg, but to ſubdue and mortifie all 
luſts and affeions: and not to think, 
that when they. have read the Fa- 
thers, or Schoolmen, a Miniſter is 
made, and the thing done. The 
greateſt and hardeſt preparation is 
within : For, Unto the ungodly, ſaith 
God, Why doſt thou preach my Laws, 
' and takeſt my Covenant in thy mouth? 
Pſal. 50.16. Thoſe that live in 
Noble Houſes are called Chaplains, 
whoſe duty and obligation being 
the ſame tothe Houſes they live in, 
29a Patſons to his Pariſh, in deſcri- 
bing the' one (which is indeed the 
bent of my Diſcourſe) the other will 


be manifeſt. - Ler not Chaplains |. 


think themſelves ſo free, as m.ny of 


 -  themado, and becauſe they have dit- 


ferent Names, think their Office dif- 


ferent | 
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Miniſter, he cannot agree to come 
into any houſe, where he ſhall not 
exerciſe what he is,unleile he forſake 
his plough, and look back. Wher- 
fore they are not to be over-ſubmil- 
ſive, and baſe, but to keepup wink 
the Lord and Lady of the houſe, 
and to preſerve a boldneſs with thenn 
and all, even ſo farre as reproofe” to 
their very face, when occaſion cals, 
but ſeaſonably and diſcreetly. They- 
who do not thus, while they remem- 


ber their earthly Lord, do much for- 


get their heavenly z they wrong the 
Prieſthood, neglect their duty, and 
ſhall be fo farre from that which 
they ſeek with their oyer-ſubmiſſive- 
neſle, and cringings, that they ſhall 

Ns, B CVEr 


- 
— 
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| ever be deſpiſed. 'They who or 
the hope of promotion negle& hw 
neceflary admonition, or reproofe, 
—_ Funds) their Lord and Ma- 


———_—— 


Cray. III. 
The Parſons Life. 


He Countrey Parſon is ex- | 
! _ ceeding exact in his Life, 
= being boly , juſt, pru- 
 dent,, temperate, bold, grave in 
* all his wayes. And becauſe the 
two higheſt points of Life, wherein 


A LE b — —_— 


aChriftian is moſt ſeen, are Pati- | 

ence , and Mortification:; Patience 

in regard of afiictions, Mortificati- 

0n_:1n- T1. wi of Fea —— | | 

 ehs, and the ſtupitying and deading 

- ofallthe —_ Sn of the 
foul; -therefore he hath three B+ 5 

| [ 4 
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The Parſor's Life. 95 
ſtudied theſe, thar he may be an ab- 


if ſolute Maſter and commander of 


himſelf, forall the purpoſes which 
God hath ordained him. Yetin 
theſe points he labours moſt in 
thoſe things which are moſt apr 
ro ſca ab his Pariſh, And 
firſt, becauſe Countrey: | live 
hardly, and therefore as feeling rheir 
own fiveat, and conſequently 
knowing the price of mony , are 
offended much with any, who by 
hard uſage increaſe their travell, the 
Countrey Parſon is very circum- 
ſpe& in avoiding all covercoulneſſe, 
neither being greedy to get, -nor hi- 
gardly to keep, nor troubled to loſe 
any worldly wealth ; butin all his 
words and' actions lighting, and 
| diſeſteeming it, even to a wondring, 
that the world ſhould ſo mach va- 

lue wealth, which in the day of wrath 
| hath nor:0ne; dramme of 'comfort 
torus. Secondly becauſe -Luxuty 
. 5a very viſible linne, the Patfon 


- 
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The Parſor's Life. 


| 


is very carefull ro ayoid all the kinds 


thereof, bur eſpecially that of drin- 
king, becauſe it is the moſt popular 
vice; into which if he come, he pro- 
ſtitutes himſelf both to ſhame, and 
{in,and by having fellowſhip,with the 
anfruitfull works of darkaelſs he dif- 
ableth himſelf of authority to reprove 
them: For fins make all equall, 
whom they finde together; and 
then they are worſt, who ought to 
be beſt. Neither is it for the ſer- 


" vant of Chriſt to haunt Innes, or 


Tavernes,or Ale-houſes;to the diſho- 


nour of his perſon and office, The 
\ Parſondoth not ſo, but orders his. 


Life in ſuch a-faſhion;, thar when 


. death takes him, as the Jewes and 


F445 did Chriſt, he may ſay as He 
did:,- 1 ſate daily with you teaching 


in the Temple, Thirdly , becauſe 


Countrey people (as indeed all ho- 
neſt men). do much- eſteem their 
word, It being the Life of buying, 
and{elling;ang dealing in the world; 


there- = 
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therfore the Parſon is very ſtrict iv _ 


keeping his word,though it be to his 
own hinderance,as knowing, that if 
he be not fo,he wil quickly be diſco- 
vered, and diſregarded: neither will 
they beleeve him in the pulpit,whom 
they cannot truſt in his Converſati- 
on. As for oaths, and apparellthe 
diforders thereof are alſo very mJhi- 
teſt. The Parſons yea 1s yea,-and 
nay nay 5 and: his apparrell plaine, 
but reverend, and clean , without 
ſpors,or duſt, or ſmell; the purity 
of his mind breaking 'out , and' di-: 
lating it ſelte even- to 'his body” , 
cloaths, and habitation. 


LEY | 


= The Parſors Knowledy. 
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_ Cuap, IN. 
The Parſons Knowledg. 


Sagp—=« He Countrey Parſon is full 
" | ; Of all knowledg. They 
 fay, itis anill Mafon that ] 
refuſeth any ſtone : and there is no | 
knowledg , but, in a skilfull hand, } 
ſerveseither poſitively as itis, or elſe 
to Yluſrare- ſome other knowledge... 
Hecondeſcends even to the know- 
ledge of tillage, and paſtorage, and 
makes great uſe of them in teaching, 
becauſe people by what they under- 

" ftand, are beſt led to what they un- 
derſtand not. But the chicf and 
top of his knowledge conſiſts in the 
book of books, the ſtorchouſe and 
magazene of life and comfort, 
the holy Scriptures. There he ſucks, 
and lives. \ the ay = 


i - - 


"The Parſons Knowledp, 81 
findes four thitgs z \\Ptectpts. for _ 
fe, DoQrines for knowledge, Ex« 
amples for illuſtration, and Promiſes 
for comfort : Theſe he hath :dige> 
ſed ſeverally.. But for the undetr- 
ſtanding of theſe z the means he u- 
ſeth are firſt, a holy Life, ' remem- 
bring whit his Maſter faith, that if 
any do Gods will, he ſhall know of 
the Dottrine.. Fohn 7c and aſſu- 
ring him(elf,chat wicked men; hows 
ever learned, do not knowthe Seri» 
tures, becaufe-they feel them not, 

and became they are not underſtood 
bur with che ſame Spirit. that writ 
thein. The ſecond means is prayer, 
which if it be neceffaty even m tems»: 
porall chings, how much more ity 
things of anorher world, where- the 
well is deep, and. we have nothing; 


of our ſelves ro draw with ? Where= 


fore heeverbegins the reading of the 
Scripture - with ſorne ſhort: noward} 
ejaculation, - 45,' Lord, open. ne 


* 


<9ts, that I may fol the nundroue 
REC rhings 


12 TheParſor's. Knowledg, 
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 means-1S a' diligent Collation of 
Scripture with Scripture. For all 
Truth being conſonant to it ſelf, and 
all being penn'd by one and the (elf- 
ſame Spirit, it cannot be, but that an 
induſtrious,and judicious comparing 
of place with place muſt be a ſingu- 
tar help for the right underſtanding 
ofthe Scriptures. To this may be 
added the conſideration of any text 
with-the coherence thereof, touching 
what gocs before, and whar follows 
after, as-alſo the ſcope of the Holy 
Ghoſt. When the Apoſtles would 
have called down fire from Heaven, 
- were reproved, as ignorant of 


what ſpirit they were. For the Law re- 

ired one thing,and theGoſpel ano- 
qr et as diverſe,not as repugnant: 

rafre the ſpiri of both is to be 
eopfidered,, and weighed. The 
fourth means are Commenters and 
fathers, who have handled the places 
' Eantroverted, which the Parſop by, 
"RIVL no 


things of thy Law. &c. --. Thethird 
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| The Parſou's Knowledg, 13 

no means refuſeth. As he doth not {o 
ſtudy others, as toneglect the grace 
of God in himfelf,and what the Ho- 
| ly Spirit teachetrh himsſo doth he af- 
fure himſelf,that God in all ages hath 
had his ſeryants, to whom he hath 
revealed his Truth.,as well as to him ; 
and that as one Countrey doth not 


bear all things, . that there- nh Go | 


Commerce; ſo neither hath God 

opened, or will open all to one, that 

there may be a trafftck in knowledg 

berween the ſervants of God, for the 

| planting both of love,and humility. 
W herfore he hath one Commentart 

 kaft upon every book of Scripture, 
and ploughing-with this,and his owt 
meditarions,he enters into-the ſecrets 
of God treaſured inthe holy Scrip- 
wmre, 


LIMI 
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Cnay. V. 


The Parſons Acceſſary 
 Knowledyes. 

He Conntrey Parſon hath 

] read the Farhers alſo , 

| and the Schoolmen, and 

the later Writers, or a good propor- 

tion of all, our of all which he hath 

complicd a book, and body of Di- 

vinity, which is the ſtorchouſe of 

his Sermons, and which he preach- 

ethall his Life ; but diverſly clo- 

> trhed, illuſtrated, and m__ 

For though the world is full of ſuch 

compoſures, Þ bo every mans own. 

is fitteſt, readyeſt; and moſt ſavo- 

ry tohim. Beſides, this being to 

be done in his younger and prepa- 

=_y times, it is an haneſt oy C- 

ver after to looke upon his well ſpent 


-” we 


houres-. 
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houres. | This Body he made b 
way of expounding the Churc 
Catechiſme, to which all divinity 
may cafily be reduced.For it being 
indifferent in it ſelke to chooſe any 
Method, thar is beſt to be choſen, 
wt which thereis likelyeſt to be moſt 
C 


benefit to the Church of God, and 
a thing required under Canonicall 
obedience, the expounding of our 
Catechiſme muſt needs be the moſt 
uſeku)l forme. 
ſon, befides. this labarieus work,'a 


ſlighter forme of Catechizing, fit 


ter for country. peoplez according 
as his audience is,{0 he uſerh one; or 
other ; or formtimesboth, if his at 
dicnce be wyrermixed. He greatly 
clteemes alſo of caſes of conicience, 
wherein he is much yerſed, And in- 
deed, herein. is the greateſt ability: of 
a Parſon to lead his people exatly 
in the wayes of Truth, ſo that they 


Now Catechizing þeing a 
| work of fingular, and Fm 


Yer, hath\the. Par-- 


Se 
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neither decline to the right hand,nor 
ro the left. Neither let any think 
this a ſlight thing. For every one 
hath nor digeſted, when itis a ſin 
rarake ſomething for mony lent, or 
when not ; _ when it is a fault to 
diſcover ahothers faulr, or when 
not; when the affettions of the, ſoul 
int defrring and procuring moreaſe of 
means,or honour be a fin of covetonſnes 
or ambition, and when not , when the 
appetites of the body in eating, drink- 
ing, ' ſleep, and the pleaſure that comes 
with fleep,be ſins of eluttony, drunken- 
ueſs,flvathluſt,and when not.and fo in 
many circumſtances of actions. 
Nowif a ſhepherd know not which 
= will bane,or which not, how is 

efirto be a ſhepherd? Wherefore 
theParfon hath throughly canvaſſed 
al the particulars of humane ations, 


at leaſt all thoſe which he obſeryeth 


age moſt incident to his Pariſh. 
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Cnaye. VI. 
The Parſon praying. 


He Countrey Parſon, when 

j he is to read divine ſervices, 
compoſeth himſclfe- to all 
poſſible reverence; lifting up his heart 
and hands, and eyes, — | uſing all 
other geſtures which may expreſle a 
hearty, and unfeyned devotion. This 
he doth, firſt,as being truly touched 
and amazed withtheMajeſty of God, 
before whom he then any fr him- 
ſelf; yetnot as himſelf alone, bur as 
preſenting with himſelf the whole 
Congregation, whoſe fins he then 
beares, and brings: with his ownto 
the heavenly altar to be bathed, and 
waſhed in the ſacred - Laver 'of 
Chriſts blood. Secondly. as this is 
the true reaſon of his inward feare, 


(0 
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ſo he is content to expreſle this out- 
wardly to the utmoſt of his power, 
that being firſt affeted himſelf, hee 
may affect alſo his people, know- 
ing that no Sermon moves them {o 


much to a reverence, which they for- - 


et againe, when they come to pra 
G e_ behavicw in the "a 6 
of praying. Accordingly his voyce is 
humble, his words treatable, -amd 
flow;yert not ſo flow neither, as to let 
the fervency of the ſupplicant hang 
and dy berween ſpeaking, bur with a 
—_ ar gg —_— _ and 
zeal, pauſing yet preſſing, he per- 
Put Sys =. Beſide: his = 
ple, he having often inſtruted his 
people how to carry themſelves in 
divine ſervice, exadcts of them all 
poſſible reverence, by no means 
enduring either talking, or Goepings 
or gazing, orleaning, or halfe-knee- 
ling, or any-undutifull behaviour 
in - "Ry bur - cauſing them, when 
they ſit, or ſtand, or kneel, to do all 
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in a ſtrait, and ſteady poſture, as 
attending tro what 1s done in the 
Church, and every one, man, and 
child, anſwering aloud both Amen, 
and all other anſwers, which are on 
the Clerks and pcoples part to an- 
{wer ; which an{wers alſo are to be 
done notin a hudling,or (lubbering 
faſhion, gaping, orſcratching the 
head,or ins even in the midſt of 
their anſwer,but gently and pauſa- 
bly thinking whart they ſay ; ſo that 
while they anſwer, As it was in the 
beginning,$&Cc.they meditate as they 
ſpeak, that God hath ever had his 
people,that have glorified him aswel 
as now,and that he ſhall have ſo for 
ever. And the like in other anſwers. 
This is that which the Apoſtle cals a 
reaſonable ſervice, Rom,12.when we 
ſpeak not as Parrats, without reaſon, 
or offer up ſuch ſacrifices as they 
did of old, which was of beaſts de- 
voyd of teaſon;but when we uſe our 


ſervice 
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ſervice of him.,that gives them, If 
there be any of the gentry or nobili- 
ty of thePariſh,who ſomtimes make 
it a piece of ſtate not to come at the 
beginning of ſervice with their poor 
neighbours, but at mid-prayers, both 
to their own loſs, and of theirs alſo 
| who gaze upon them when they 
come in,and neglect the preſent ſer- 
vice of God,he by no means ſuffers 
it, bur after divers gentle admoniti- 
- ons, if they perſevere,be cauſes them 
to be preſented: or if the poor 


Churci-wardens be aftrighted with 


their greatneſs, notwithſtanding his 
. inſtruction that they ought not to 
 beſo,butevento let the world ſinke, 
ſothey do: their duty ; he preſents 
them himſelf, only proteſting to 
them,that not any ill will draws him 


tO it, burthe debt and obligation of | 


his. calling, being to. obcy God ra- 
ther rien men. Lie blo 30] 
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CHay. VII. 
The Parſon preaching. 


He Countrey Parſon prea- 

j cheth conſtantly,rhe pulpit 

is his joy and his throne: if 

he at any time intermit, it is cither 
for want of health, or againſt ſome 
orcat Feſtivall, - that he may the bet- 
ter celebrateit, or for the variety of 
the hearers, thathe may be heard 
at his returne more atrentively, 
When he intermits, he is ever very 
well ſupplyed by ſome able man 
who treads in his ſteps, ;and will 
not throw down what he hath built; 
whom alſo he intreats to preſs ſome 
point, that he himſelf hath often 
urged with no. great ſucceſs,that;ſo 
inthe mouth of, twa, or three, wit- 
neſſes the truth may be more habli- 


ſhed. 
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heads. Sometimes he tells them 


ſhed. When he preacheth,he pro- 


cures atrention by all poſſible art , 
both by earneſtneſle of ſpeech, it 
being naturall ro men to think, that 
where is much earneſtne(s, there is 
ſomewhat worth hearing ; and by 
a diligent, and buſy caſt of his eye 
on his auditors, with letting them 
know, thart he obſerves who marks, 
and who not , and with particulari- 
zing of his ſpeech now to the youn- 
er fort, then to the elder, now to 
poor, and now to the rich. This 
is for you,. and This is for you; for 
particulars ever touch, and awake 
more then generalls. Herein alſo 
he ſerves himſelfe of the judgements 
of God,as of thoſe of antient times, 
ſo cſpecially of the late ones; and 
thoſe moſt, which are neareſt to his 
Pariſh; for people are very-atten- 
tive at ſuch diſcourſes, and think 
irbehoves them to be ſo, when God 
is{o neer them, andeven'vover their 


ſto- 
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ſtories, and ſayings of others, ac- 


cording as his text invites him ; for 
them alſo men heed, and remember 
better then exhortations ; which 
though earneſt, yet often dy with 
the Sermon, eſpecially with Coun- 
trey people ;' which are thick, and 
heavy, and hard td raiſe to a poyne 
of Zeal, and fervency, and need 2 
mountaine of fire to kindle them ; 
bur ſtories and fayings they- will 
well remember. He often tels them, 
that Sermons are danverous things, 
that none goes out of C:.arch as he 
came in, bur cither berrer,or worſe; 


that none is careleſs before his Judg, | 


and that the word of God fhal 


' Judge us. By theſe and other 


mens the Parſon procures. at- 
tention; burrhe character of his 


Sermon is Holineſs ; he 1s not wit- 


ty, orlearned,or eloquent, bur.Ho- 
ly. A. Character, that Hermuge- 


| nes never dream'd'of;” 'antherefore 


$ | But 


—————_— 


\ Butit is gained firſt , by chooſing 
texts of Devotion, not Controver- 
fie,, moving and. raviſhing texts, 
whereof the Scriptures are full. Se- 
condly, by dipping, and ſeaſoning 
all our words and ſentences in our 
| hearts, before they come into our 
mouths, truly afteing, and cordi- 
' ally expreſing. all that we ſay; fo 
chat the auditors. may plainly per- 
ceive that every word 1s hart-deep, 
Thridly,by turning often, and ma- 
king many Apoſtrophes to God, 
as,” Oh Lord blefſe my - people , 
and teach them this point z or, Oh 
my Maſter, on whoſe errand I 
come, let me hold my peace, and 


doe thou ſpeak thy ſelfe ; for thou ' 


art Love, and when thou teacheſt, 
all are Scholers, Some ſuch irradi- 
ations ſcatteringly in the Sermon, 
carry great holineſs in them. The 
Prophets are admirable in this. So 
Iſa. 64. 0h that thou would ſt rent the 
Heavens that thou woulaſt come down, 


CC, 
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&c. And Jeremy, Chapt. 10. 


_ after he had complained of the deſo- 


lation of 1ſrael, turnes to God , 

ſuddenly,0h Lord,1know that the way 
of man xs not in himſelf, 8&c.Fourth- 
ly, by frequent wiſhes of the peoples 
g00d, and joying therein, though 
he himſelf were with Saint Pawl even 
ſacrificed upon the ſervice of their 
faith. For there is no greater ſign 
of holineſſe, then the procuring, 
and rejoycing in anothers good. 
And herein St Paul excelled in all 


' his Epiſtles. How did he put the 
| Romans in all his prayers? Rom, 


I.9. And ceaſed not to give thanks 
for the Epheſians, Eph.1.16. And 
for the Corinthians, chap.1.4. And 


for the Philippians made requeſt 


with joy ch. 1. 4. And is in conten- 
tion for them wikker to live, or dy; 
be with them, or Chriſt, verſe 23. 
which, ſetting afide his care of his 
Flock, were a madnefle to doubt of, 


What an admirable Epiſtle is the 


C {c- 
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ſecond to the Corinthians ? how full 
of affections 2 he joyes, and he is 
ſorry, he grieves, and he gloryes , 


never was there ſuch care of a flock 


expreſſed, ſavein the great ſhep- 


herd of the fold, who firſt ſhed | 


teares wer Feruſalem, and after- 
wards blood. Therefore this 
Care may be learn'd there, and then 
woven into Sermons, which will 
make them appear exceeding reve- 
rend, and holy. Laftly,by an of- 


ten urging of the preſence, and ma- 


jeſty of God, by theſe, or ſuch | 


like ſpeeches. Oh let us all take 
heed what we do, God {ces us, he 
ſees whether I ſpeak as I oughr, 
or you hear as you ought, he ſees 
hearts, as we & faces: he is a- 


mong us; forif we be here, hee 
muſt be here, ſince we are here by 
him, and without him could not 
be here. Then turning the dif- 
courſe to his Majeſty, And heis a | 
great God, and terrible, as great 
| in 


— 
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in mercy, {ſo greatin judgement: 
There are but two devouring cle- 
ments, fire, and water, he hath 
both in him , His voyce is as the 
ſound of many waters, Revelations 
1. And he himl(eltfe is a conſuming 
fire, Hebrews 12. Such diſcourſes 
ſhew very Holy. The Parſons 
Method in handling of a text con- 
fiſts of two parts ; firſt, a plain and 
evident declaration of the meaning 
of the text ; and ſecondly, ſome 
choyce Obſervations drawn out of 
the whole text, as it lyes entire, 
and unbroken in the Scripture it ſelf. 
This he thinks naturall, and ſ1veer, 
and grave. Whercas the other wa 

of crumbling 2 text into (mall 
parts, as, the Perſon ſpeaking, 
or ſpoken to , the ſubje&t, and 
objet , and --the like, hath 
neicher in ir fGweetneſſe, nor 
gravity, nor variety, fince the 
words apart are not Scripture , 
but a ditionary, . and may be con- 
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ſidered alike in all the Scripture. 
The Parſon exceeds not an hour in 
preaching , becauſe all ages have 
thought that a competency, and he 
that profits not in that time, will 
leſſe afterwards, the ſame affetion 
which made him not profit before, 
making him then weary , and ſo 
be grows from nor reliſhing, to loa- 
thing. 


-_ 


. 
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CHrhar. VIII. 
The Parſon on Sundays. 


| He Country Parſon, as ſoon 
. | as he awakes on Sun- 
—_ day morning, preſently 
falls to work, and ſeems to him- 
ſelfe ſo as a Market-man is, when | 
the Market day comes, or a ſhop- 
keeper, when cuſtomers uſe to come 
in. His thoughts are full of ma- 


king 
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king the beſt of the day, and contri- 
ving itto his beſt gaines. To this 
end,befides his ordinary prayers, he 
makes a peculiar one for a blefling 
on the exerciſes of the day, Thar 
nothing befall him unworthy of 
that Majeſty before which he is to 
preſent himſe}f, bur that all may be 
done with reverence to his gloty,and 
with edification to his flock, hum- 
bly beſeeching his Maſter , that 
how or whenever he puniſh him, 
it be not in his Miniſtry : then ke 
turnes to requeſt for his people, 
that the' Lord would be pleaſed to 
ſanCifie them all, that they may 
come with holy hearts, ad awfull 
mindes into the Congregation, and 
that the good God would pardon 
all thoſe, who come with leffe pre- 
pared hearts then they ought, 
This done, he ſets himſelf to the 
Conlideration of the duties of the 
day, and if there be any. extraordi- 
nary addition to the cuſtomary. ex- 
C 3 crciſes, 
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erciſes, either from the time of the 
year, or from the State, or from 
God by achild born, or dead, or 
any other accident, he contrives 
how and in what manner to induce 
it to the beſt advantage. Afﬀeer- 
wards when the hour calls, with his 
family attending him, he goes to 
Church, at his firſt entrance humbl 
adoring, and worſhipping the Pa? 
ble majeſty, and preſence of CAlmigh- 
ty God, and blefling the people ci- 
wc; 22enly. orio himſelfe, Then 
having read divine Service twice 
filly, and preached in the morning, 
and catechized in the afternoone, he 
thinks he hath in ſome meaſure, ac- 
cording to poor, and fraile man , 
diſcharged the publick dutics of the 
Congregation. The reſt of the "day 
he ſpends either in reconciling neigh- 
bours that are at variance , or in 
viſiting the ſick, orin exhbortations 
to ſome of his flock by themſelves, 
whom his Sermons cannot, or doe 


& 
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'not reach. And every one 1s more. | 
awaked, when we come, and ſay, 
Thou art the man, This way he 
findes exceeding uſefnll , and win- 
ning ; and theſe exhortations he cals 
his privy purſe, even as Princes have 
theirs, beſides ther publick disburſ- 
ments. Ar night he thinks it a ve- 
ry fit time,both ſurable tothe joy of 

the day, and without hinderance to + 
publick dutics, either to entertaine 
ſome of his neighbours , or to be 
entertained of them, where he takes 
occaſion to diſcourſe of ſuch things 
as are both profitable, and pleaſant , 
and 10 raiſe up their mindes to appre- 
hendGods good Heſsing to our Church, 
and State ;, that order is kept in the 
one, and peace in the other, without 
diſturbance,or interruption of publick 
dvinie offices, As he opened the 
day with prayer, ſo he cloſeth it, | 
humbly beſecching the Almighty 
ro pardon and accept our poor ſer- 
vices, and to improve them, that 
C 4 WES - | 
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we may grow therein, and that our 
feer may be like hindes feet ever 
—_— up higher,and higher unto 


hn 
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CHaP, IX. 
The Parſon's ſtate of Life. 


HeCountry Parſon confide- 

Z ring that virginity is a high- 
er ſtate then Matrimony , 
2nd rhat the Miniſtry requires the 
| beſt and higheſt things, is rather 
unmarryed,, then marryed. But 
- as the temper of his body may 
&e,or as the temper of his Pariſh may 
be, where he may have occaſion to 
converſe with women, and that a- 
mong-ſuſpicious men, and other 
like circumſtances conſidered, he is 
rather married then unmarried. Let 
-him communicate the thing often 


by | 
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by prayer untoGod.and as his grace 


ſhall dire him, fo let him proceed. 
If he be unmarried, and keepe 
houſe, he hath not a woman in 
his houſe, but findes opportun- 
tics of having his meat dreſs'd and 
. other ſervices done by men-ſervants 
at home, and his linnen waſhed a- 
broad. It he be unmarryed, and 
{0journc, be never talkes with any 
woman alone,but in the audience of 
othcrs,andthart ſeldom;,and then al- 
{o in a{erious manner,never jeſtingly 
or iportfully, He is very circumſpeth, 
inall companyes,both of his behaviour, 

eech, and very looks, knowing hims- 
ſelf to be both ſuſpetFed, and envyed., 
If he ſtand ſteadfaſt in his heart, ha- 
ving no neceſsity, but hath power 0- 
ver his own will, and hath ſo decreed 
in his heart, that he will keep himſelf 
a virgin,he (pends his aayes infaſting 
and prayer, and bl:(ſeth God. for the 
gift of contiuency, knowing that it can 
no way be preſer ww but only by thoſe 
3 


means © 
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means, by which at firſt it was 
obtained, He therefore thinkes it 


20t enough for him to obſerve the fa-_ 
ſting dayes of the Church, and the 


dayly prayers exjoyned him hy aucfori- 
ty, which he obſerveth out of humble 
conformity, and obedience, but adds 
to them, out of choyce and devotion, 


ſome other dayes for faſting, and 


hours for prayers; and by theſe hee 


keeps his body tame, ſerviceable, ana 
healthfull , and his ſoul fervent, a- 
aive.young, and luſty as an eagle. He 
often readeth the Lives of the Primi, 
trve Monks, Hermits, and virgins, 
and wonareth not ſo much at their pa- 
tient ſuffering , © and cheerfull dying 
wnder perſecuting Emperours,(though 


' » that indeed be wery admirable) as at 


their daily temperance , abſtinence , 
watchings, and conftant prayers , 


and muntifications in the Hints of 
' peace and proſperity. To put on 


the profound humility, and the exatt 


Terwperance of ow Lord Feſus , wud 
0 GOP We > We other 
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other exemplary vertues of that ſort , 
and to keep them on in the ſunſhine, 
and noone of proſperity, he findeth to 
be as neceſſary,and as difficult at leaſt, 
as to be cloathed with perfeft patience, 
and Chriſtian fortitude in the cold 
midnight ſtormes of perſecution and 
adverſity, He keepeth his watch and 
ward, night and day againſt the pro- 
per and peculiar temptations of his 


theſe two, Spirituall pride, and Im- 
purity of heart : againſt theſe ghoſtly 
exemics he girdeth up bis loynes keepes 
the imag:nation from roving, puts 
on the whele Armour of God, and by 
the wertue of the ſhield of faith, he is 
not afraid of the peſtilence that walketh 
in darken eſje,{ carnall impurity, nor 
of the ſuckneſſe that deitroyeth at noone 
day, Ghoitly pride and ſelf-conceite,] 
Other temptations he hath, which,like 
mortall enemies, may ſometimes diſqui- 
et him likewiſe ; for the humane fe 


being boundgd, and kept in in her f ua 
tive 
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| ſetive faculty, will runne out more 
or /eſſe in by intelleffuall, Orizi- 
mall concupiſence is ſuch an adtive 
thing.by reaſon of continuall inward , 
or outward temptations, that it is e- 
ver attempting, or doing one miſchief 
or other, Ambition, or untimely de- 
fire of promotion to an higher ſtate, or 
place, under colour of accommodation, 
or neceſſary proviſion,gs a common tem- 
ptation to men of any eminencyeſpecial- 
ty being ſingle-men.Curioſit y in prying 
snto high ſpeculative and unprofitable 
weſtions , is another great ſtumbling 
lock tothe holineſſe of Scholers, Theſe 
and many other ſpirituall wickedneſſes 
in high places doth the Parſon fear, or 
experiment, or both, and that much 
more being ſingle, then if he were mar- 
red. for then commonly the ſtream of 
temptations is turned another way. into 
0044-28. , Love of pleaſure, 
dr Eaſe, or the like, If the Parſon be 
amparryed, and means to continue ſo, 
 beduth at leaſt, as mich as hath 1 
| ail 
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ſaid. Ifhe be marryed, the choyce 
of his wife was made rather by his 
eare , then by his eye; his judge- 
ment, not his affe&tion found out a 
fit wife for him, whoſe humble,and 
liberal! diſpoſition he preferred be- 
fore beauty, riches, or honour. He 
knew that (the good inſtrument of God 
tobrizg women to heaven) awiſe and 
loving husband could out of humility, 
produce any fpeciall grace of faith,pa- 
tience, meckn:(ſe, love, obedience , 
&Cc. an4out of libedality, make her 
fruitfull in all good works, As hee is 
, juſtin all things, ſos he to his wife 
alſo, counting nothing {o much his 
owne, as that he may be unjuſt un- 
toit. Therefore he gives her re- 
ſpe both afore her ſevants, and 0- 
« 1h halte atleaſt of the govern- 
ment of the houſe, reſerving ſo. 
much of the affaires, as ſerve for a 
diverſ1on for him ; yet never ſo gi- 
ving over the raines, but that he 
fometimes looks how things go, de- 
mand- 


- 
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manding an account, but not by the 
way of an account. And this 
muſt bee done the oftncr , or the 
ſeldomer, according as hee is fa- 
riefied of his Witcs diſcrc- 
Lon. 


The Parſon m his houſe. 
He Parſon is very exact in 

the governing of his houſe, 
making it a copy and mo- 

dell for his Pariſh. He knows the 
remper, and pulſe of every perſon in 
his houſe , and accordingly cither 
meets with their vices, or advanceth 
their vertues. His wife is either re- 
ligious, or night and day he is win- 
ning herto it. In ſtead of the qua- 
Jities of the world, he requires onely 


three of hex ; firſt, a trayning bp of 
ucg 
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Af ee es ee ne 


her children and mayds inthe fear 


of God, with prayers, and catcchi- 


zing,and all religious duties. Sccond- 
ly, a curing, and healing of all 
wounds and ſores with her owne 
hands;which skill either ſhe brought 
with hcr, or he takes care ſhe (all 
[earn it of ſome religious neighbour. 
Thirdly, a providing for her family 
in ſuch ſort,as that neither they want 
a competent ſuſtentation, nor her 
husband be brought in debt. - His 
children he firſt makes Chriſtians , 
and then Common-wealths-men ; 
the one he owes to his heavenly 
Countrey, the other to his carthly , 
having no title to either, except he 
do good tro bothi. Therefore ha- 
ving ſeaſoned them with all Piety, 
not only of words in praying.and 
reading; but in actions, in viſiting 0- 
ther ſick children, and tending their 
wounds, and ſcnding his charity by 
them to the poor, and ſomtimes' gi- 
ving them a little mony to do bo of 

ele 
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themſelyes, that they get a delight 
ini, andenter favour with God, 
who weighs even childrens actions. 
1 King. 14. 12,13. He afterwards 
turnes his care to fit ail their diſpoſ1- 
tions with ſome calling, not ſparing 
the eldeſt, but giving him the pre- 
rogative of his Fathers profeſſion , 
which happily for his other children 
he is not able to do. Yet in binding 
them prentices (in caſe he think fir 
to do {o) he takes care not to put 
them into vain trades, and unbc- 
| fitting the reverence of their Fathers 
calling,ſuch as are tavernes for men, 
and lace-making for women , be- 
cauſe thoſe trades, for the moſt parr, 
ſerve but the vices and vanitics of the 
world, which he is to deny, and 
not augment. However, he reſolves 
with himſelf never to omit any pre- 
ſent good deed of charity, in con(1- 
deration of providing a ſtock for his 
children; bur aſſures himſelfe, that 
mony thus lent to God, is placed ſn- 
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. fit were given to the Chamber of 
; London. Good decds, and good 
s | breeding,arc his two great ſtocks for 
his children z if God give any thing 
» | above thoſe, and not ſpent in them, 


he bleſfleth God, andlays it out 
as he ſces cauſe, His ſervants are 
all religious, and were it not his du- 
Y to have them ſo, it were his pro- 

t, for none are ſo well ſerved,as by 
religious ſervants, both becauſe they 
- | | do beſt, and becauſe what they do, 
; is bleſſed, and proſpers. Afﬀeer re- 
ligion, he teacheth them, that three 
things make a compleate ſervant, 
Truth, and Diligence, and Neat- 
| neſſe, or Cleanlineſſe. Thoſe thar 
| | canread, are allowed times for it, 
; and thoſe that cannot, are taught; 
| forall in his houſe are either teachers 
| or learners, or both, ſo that his fa- 
| mily is a Schoole of Religion, and 
| they all account, that to reach the 
ignorant is the greateſt almes. 
Evcn 
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Even the wals are not idlg,but ſome- 
thing is written, or painted there , 
which may excite the reader to a 
thought of piety ; eſpecially the 101 
Pſalm, which is expreſlcd in a fayre 
table, as being the rule of a family. 
And when they go abroad, his wife 
among her neighbours is the begin- 
ner of good diſcourſes, his children 
among children, his ſervants among 
other {ervants; ſo that as in the houſe 
of thoſe that are skill'd in Muſick , 


all are Muſicians z ſo in the houſe of 


a Preacher, all are preachers. He 


ſuffers not a ly or cquiyocation by 
any means in his houſe , but counts 
ir the art, and ſecret of govcrning to 
preſerve a directineſle, and open 
plainnefle in all things ; fo thar all 
his houſe knowes, that there 1s no 
help for a fault done, but confcſſion. 
He himſelfe, or his Wife, takes ac- 
count of Sermons, and how cyery 
one profits, comparing this yeer 


with the laſt ; and beſides the com- 
mon_| 
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mon praycrs of thc family, he ſtrait- 
ly requires of ail 10 pray by them- 
(elves before they flecp at night, and 
{tir out in the morning, and knows 
whar praycrs they ſay, and till they 
have learned them,makes them kncel 
by him; eſtceming that this private 
praying 15 a more voluntary act in 
them, then when they are called to 
others praycrs,and that, which when 


* theyleave the f1mily,they carry with 


them. He keeps his ſervants between 
love, and fear, according as hee 
findes them; bur generally he diſtri- 
butes it thus, To his Children he 
ſhewes more love then terrour, to 
his ſervants more terrour then love; 
bur an old good ſervant boards a 
child. The furniture of his houſe 1s 
very plain, but clean, whole, and 
ſweet, as ſweet as his garden can 
make; for he hath no mony for ſuch 
things, charity being his only per- 
fume. which deſerves coſt when he 
can ſpare it, His fare is plain, and 

com- 
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common, bur wholſome, what hee 
hath, is little, but very good ; it 
conliſteth moſt of mutton, beete , 
and veal, if he addes any thing for a 
great day, or a ſtranger, his garden 
or orchard ſupplyes it, or his barne, 


and back-fide : he goes no further 


for any entertainment, leſt he goe . 


into the world, eſteeming it abſurd, 
that he ſhould exceed, who reacheth 
others temperance. But thoſe 
which his home produceth, he retu- 
ſeth not, as coming cheap, a nd ea- 
fie, and arifing from the improve- 
ment of things, which otherwiſe 
would be loſt. Wherein he admires 
and imitates the wonderfull provi- 
dence and thrift of the great houſc- 
holder of the world : for there be- 


mg two things, which as they are, 
areunuſcful ro man.,the one for {mal- 


nefle, as crums, and ſcartered corn, 
and the like ; the other for the foul- 
nefle, as waſh, and durt, and things 
thereinto fallen ; God hath provi- 

| 


ded, 
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ded Creatures for both, for the firſt, 
Poultry; tor the ſecond,fwine. Theſe 


| ſave man thelabour, and doing that 


O 


| which either he could notado , or 


was not fit for him to do, by taking 
both ſorts of food into them, do as 
it were dreſle and prepare both for 
man in themſelves, by growing 
them ſelves fit for his table, The 
Parſon in his houſe obſerves faſting 
dayes;and particularly,as Sunday 1s ' 
his d:y of joy, ſo Friday his day of 
Hum:liation , which he celebrates 
not only with abſtinence of diet, but 
alſo of company, recreation, and all 
outward contentments; and beſides, 
with contefſion of fins, and all acts 


' of Mortification., Now faſting 


dayes containe a treble obligation, - 
fir{t,of cating lefle char day, then on 

other dayes ; ſecondly, of eating no 

pleaſing, or over-nouriſhing things, 
as the Ifraclites did eate ſowre 
hberbs-- Thirdly, of cating no fleſh, 
whic his but the determination of the 
| ſecond 


. 
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ſecond rule by Authority rothis par- 


ticular. The two former obligari- 
ons are much more eſſentiall ro a 
true faſthen the chird and laſt;and 
faſting daycs were fully per formed 
by keeping of the two tormer, had 
not- Authority interpoſed : {ſo that 
to cat little, and char unpleaſant, is 
che naturall rule of faſting, although 
it be fleſh. For ſince faſting in Scrip- 
ture language is an affliting of our 
ſouls , if a peece of dry fleth ar my 
cable be more unpler{2nt to me,then 
fome fiſh there, certainly to eat the 
fleſh, and northe fiſh, is to keep the 
faſting day naturally. And itis ob- 
ſervable, that the prohibiting of 
fleſh came from hot Countreys, 
where both fleſh alone, and much 
more with wine, is apt to nouriſh 
more then in cold regions; and 
where fleſh may be much better ſpa- 
red; -arid with more ſafety then 
elſewhere, where both the people 
and the drink being cold and fleg- 
matick, 
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- | matick, the eating of flcſh is an an- 
- | tidoteto both. Foritis certaine, 
1 | thata weak ſtomack being prepol- 
ſeſled with fleſh, ſhall much better 


{ 
- brooke and bear a daught of beer, 
t 
5 


then if it had taken before either fiſh, 
or rootes,or ſuch things; which will 
diſcover it ſelfe by ſpitting , and 
h | rheume, or flegme. To conclude, 
- | the Parſon;if he be in full health, 
r | keeps thethree obligations, cating 
/ h1h, or roots, and that for quantity 
1 | little , for quality unpleaſant, It 
c his body be weak and obſtructed, as 
e moſt Students are, he cannot keep 
- | thelaſt obligation, nor ſuffer others 
ft | inhis houſe that are ſo, to keep it; 
» bur only the two former, which al- 
h | ſoindiſeaſes ofexinanition (as con- 
h ſumptions) muſt be broken: For 
] meat was made for man, not man 


- | formeat. Toall this may be added, 
n not for emboldening the unruly, but 
[s for the comfort of the weak, that 


not onely ſickneſle breaks theſe ob- 
ligati- 
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ligations of faſting, bur ſcklineſſe 
alſo. Foritisas unnatural to do 
any thing, that leads me to a fick- 
neſſe, to which I am inclined, as 
not to ger out of that ſickneſſe,when 
I am init, by any dict. One thing 
isSevident, that an Engliſh body , 
and a Students body, are two great 
obſtructed veſſels, and there is no- 
thing that is food, and not phi- 
ſick, which doth lefſe obſtruct , 


' then fleſh moderately taken; as 
being immoderately taken, 4t 15 cx- | 


ceeding obſtructive. Ana obſtru- 
Gions are the cauſe of moſt diiea- 
ſes, 


| 
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CHae. Xl. 
The Parſon's Courteſie. - 


He Countrey Parſon owing 

| a debt of Charity to the 
poor, and of Courtelie to 

his other pariſhioners, he ſo#diſtin- 

uiſheth, that he keeps his mone 

Dr the poor, and his table for thoſe 
that are above Alms. Not but that 
the poor are welcome alſo to his 
table, whom he ſometimes purpoſe- 
ly takes home with him, ſetting 
the cloſe by him , and carving for 
them, both for his own humility , 
and their comfort, who are much 
cheered with ſuch friendlineſes. Bur 


ſince both is to be done, the better 


ſort invited, and meaner relieved, 
he chooſeth rather to give the poor 
| D money, 
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money, which they can better em- 
ploy to their own advantage, and 
ſurably to their needs, and then 
ſo much given in meat at dinner, 
Having then invited ſome of his 
Pariſh, hee taketh his times to do 
the like to the reſt; ſo that in the 
compaſle of the year , hee hath 
them all with him, becauſe coun- 
rtey people are very obſervant of 
ſuch things, and will not be-per- 
{waded, bur being not invited, they 
are hated. Which perſwafton the 


Parſonby all means avoyds, know- | 


ing that. where. there are ſuch con- 
ceits, there is no room for his do- 
Etrine to enter. Yet doth hee of- 
teneſt invite thoſe, whom hee {ces 
take beſt: courſes. , that. ſo both 
they may. be encouraged to perfe: . 


. O 
vere, and others ſpurred: ro do well, 


that they may enjoy the. like cour: | - 


tefie. For though he deſire, that 
all ſhould live well, and ver 
oufly, not for any reward of bis, 


I 


but |* 
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but for vertues. ſake ; yet that 
will not be ſo : and therefore as 
God , although we ſhould love 
bim onely for his own ſake, yet 
qut of his infinite pity hath ſer 
forth heaven for. a reward to 
draw men to Piety, and is con- 
rent, if ar leaſt o , they . will 
become g00d, So the Cqun- 
rey Parſon , who is a dilisent 
obſcryer,, and tracker of Gods 
waycs, ſets up as: many encou- 
ragements to goodneſſe as (he 
can, both in honour , and pro- 


| fit,” and fame, \ that he may; 


if not- the beſt 9 yet a® 
ny way , make S ! Bath 
good. 


The Parſor's Charity, 
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CHAP. XII. 
The Parſon's ( harity. 


He Counttey Parſon is full 

| of Charity ; it is his pre- 
dominant clement, For 

many and woygderfull things arc 
ſpoken of thee, thou great Vertue, 
To Charity is given the covering of 
ſins, 1 Pet. 4. 8. and the forgive- 
neſſc of ſins, Matthew 6. 14. Luke 
7. 47. the fulfilling of the Law, 
Romans 13. 10. The life of faith, 
m_ 2. 26. The bleffings of this 
ife, Proverbs 22.9. Pſalm 41.2. 
And the reward of the next, Matth, 
25. 35- Inbrief, it isthe body of 
Religion, Fon 13. 35. And the 
top of Chriſtian verrues, 1 Corin. 
x3. Wherefore all his works relli(h 


Oo ee es, 


of Charity. When he riſeth in the 
mot- 
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1 he that is diſſeized of his own inheri- 
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morning, he bethinketh himſelfe 
what good deeds he can do that day, 
and preſently doth them ; counting 
that day loſt, whercin he hath not 
exerciſcd his _—_ He firſt con- 
fiders his own Pariſh,and:takes care, 
that there be not a begger, or idle 
perſon in his Pariſh, but that all bee 
in a competent way of getting their 
living. This he affc&ts cither by 
bounty, or per{wafton, or by au- 
thority, making uſe of that excel- 
lent ſtature, which bindes all Pari- 
ſhes to maintaine their own. If his 
Pariſh be rich , he exacts this" of 
them ; if poor,and he able, he caſeth 
them therin.Bur he gives no ſet pen- 
ſion to any ; for thisin time will loſe _ 
the name and effect of Charity with 
the poor people, though not with 
God : for then they will reckon up- 


'] onit, as on a debt; andif it be ta- 


ken away, though juſtly, they will 
murmur , and repine as much, a 


D 
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ſame charity, ſill preſſing ir 


tance. But the Parſon having a 


| double aime; and making a hook of 


tus Charity, cauſeth them tiil ro de- 
pend on him ; and ſo by continuall, 
and freſh bounties, unexpected ro 
them, but reſolyed to himſclf, hee 
wins them to praiſe God more, to 
live more religiouſly, and -to take 
more paines in their vocation, as not 


knowing when they ſhal be relieved, . 


which otherwiſe they would reckon 
upon, and turn. to idleneſle; Be- 
fides this generall proviſion, he hath 
other times of opening his hand ; as 
atgreatFeſtivals, and Communions 
not ſuffering any that day that hee 
receives, to want a good mcal ſuting 


. tothe joy of the occaſion. Bur ſpe- 


Cially; at hard times, and dearths, 
he even parts his Living, and life a- 
mong them, giving ſome corn out- 


right,and ſelling other at under rates; 


and when his own ſtock ſerves not, 
working thoſe that are able to rhe 
in the 
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pulpir, and out. of the pulpit, and 


never leaving them, till he obtaine 
his defire, Yet in all his Charity, he 
| diſtinguiſheth , giving them moſt , 
who live beſt, and take moſt paines, 
and are moſt charged : So is his 


charity in cfte&t a Sermon, Afﬀeer 
- | theconſideration of his own Pariſh, 
he inlargeth himſelf, if he be able, 


| to the neighbour- hood, for that alſo 
* | © is ſome kind of obligation;ſo doth he 
alſo to thoſe at his door., whom God 
4 | puts m his way,and makes his neigh- 
1 | bours.' Buttheſe he helps not with- 
., | out ſome teſtimony, except the evi- 
* | denceof the miſery bring reſtimony 
ng with it. For though theſe teſtimo- 
_ nies alſo may be fahhtyed, yer con- 

bs, {1dering that the Law allows theſe in 


a- | caſethey be true, butallows by no 
_ | means to give without teſtimony, as 
wy he obeys Authority in the one , ſo 
ot, that being once fatisfied, he allows 


his' Charity ſome blindnefle in the 
other ; eſpecially, ſince. of the two 
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commands, we are more injoyned to 
be charitable, then wiſe. But evi- 
dent miſeries have a naturall pri- 
viledge , and exemption from all 
law. When-ever hee gives any 
thing, and ſees them labour in 
thanking of him, he exacts of them 
to let him alone, and ſay rather, 
God be praiſed, God be glorihed ; 
that ſo the thanks may go the right 
way , and thither onely , where 
they are onely due. So doth hee 
alſo before giving make them fa 
their Prayers firſt, or the Creed, 
and ten Commandments, and as he 
finds them perfe&, rewards them the 
more. For other givings are lay, 
and ſecular, but this is to give like a 
Prieſt. 
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Crnay. XIII. 


The Parſon's Church. 
He Countrey Parſon hatha 
| ſpeciall care of his Church, 
that all things there be de- 

cent, and befitting his Name by 
which it is called. Therefore firſt 
he takes order, that all things be in 
good repair; as walls plaiſtered, win- 
dows glazed , floore paved , feats 
whole, firm, and ut rn eſpeci- 
ally that the Pulpit, and Deck, and 
Communion Table , and Font be. 
as they ought, for thoſe great duties 
that are performed in them. Se- 
condly, that the Church be 
ſwept, and kept cleane without duſt, 
or Cobwebs, and at great feſti- 
valls ſftrawed, and ſtuck with 
boughs, .and primed with in- 
ITT 5 - cenſe, _ 
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cenſe. Thirdly, That there be fir, 
and proper texts of Scripture eve- 
ry where painted , and that all 
the painting be grave, and revc- 
rend, not with light colours, or 
fooliſh anticks. Fourthly, ' hat 
all the books appointed by Au- 
thority be there, and rhoſe not 
corne,, or fouled, _ but whole ; 
and clean, and well bound ; and 
thatthere be a fitting, and (1ght- 
ly Communion Cloth © of tine | 
*linnen, with an handſome, and | 
*'{eemly Carpet of good and coſt- 
«ly Stuffe, or Cloth, and all kept 
«{wcet and clean, in a ſtrong and 
* decent cheſt, with a Chalice, 
© and Cover, and a Stoop, or Fla- 
*©oon; and a Baſon for Almes'and 
«* offcrings ; beſides which, he hath 

*2a Poor-mans Box convetiiently 
& ſeated, to receive the charity 
* of well minded people; and to 
<Iay . up .trcaſure for the fick and 
* **needy, And all this hedoth, 


(| 
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not 4s out of neceſſity,or as putting a 
holineſs in the things,but as deſiring 
to keep the middle way between ſu- 
perſtition,and flovenlincſſe, and as 
following the Apoſtles two great 
and admirable Rules in things of this 
nature: The firſt whercof 1s, Let all 
things be done d:cently, and in order : 
The lecond, Let all things be done to 
edification, 1 Cor. 14. For theſe two 
rules comprize and include the dou- 
ble object of our duty , God, and 
ournci2hbour; the firlt being for the 
honour of God :; thc ſecond tor the 
benctit of our neighbor. So that they 
exccllemly (corc out the way , -and 
tully,and exactly contain,even inex- 
ternall and indifferent things, what 
courſc ts to be taken;and pit them to. 
great ſhame, who deny the Scripture 
t0 be pertect. | 
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Cray. XIV. 
The Parſon in Circut. 


He Countrey Parſon upon 

| the afternoons in the week- 
days, takes occaſion ſome- 

times to viſite in perſon, now one 
quarter of his Pariſh, now another. 
For there he ſhall find his lock moſt 
naturally as they are, wallowing in 
che midſt of therr affairs: whereas on 
Sundays it is cafie for them to com- 
pole themſelves to order, which they 
put on as their holy-day cloathes, 
 andcometo Church in frame, but 
commonly the next day put off 
both. When he comes to any houſe, 
firſt he bleſſeth it, and then as hee 
finds the perſons of the houſe im- 
ployed, ſo he formes his diſcourſe, 


"Thaſe that he findes religiouſly im- 


ploy- 
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ployed, hee both commends them 
much, and furthers them when 
hee is gone, in their imployment z 
as if hee findes them reading, hee 
furniſheth them with good books z 
if curing poor people, hee ſupplies 
them with Receipts, and inſtructs 
. them further in that skill, ſhewing 
them how acceptable ſuch works are 
to God,and wiſhing them ever to do 
the Cures with their own hands, and 
not to put them over to ſervants. 
Thoſethat he finds bufſie in the works 
of theircalling,he commendeth them 
alſo : for itisa good and juſt thin 
for every one to do their own buft- 
nes, But then he admoniſheth them 
of two things; firſt,that they dive not 
too deep into worldly affairs, plung- 
ing themſelves over Lend and cares 
into carking, and caring ; but that 
they ſo labour, as wc to labour 
anxiouſly, nor diſtruſtfully, nor pro- 
fancly. Then they labour anxiou- - 
fly, when they overdo it, or 
OILS 
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loſs of their quiet, and health : then 
diſtraſtfully, when they doubt Gods 
rovidence, thinking that their own 
Edo is the cauſe of their thriving , 
aS if it were 'in their own hands 10 
thrive, or not to thrive. © Then 
«they labour profanely, when 
« they {et themſelves to work like 
brute beaſts, ncver raiſing their 
«thoughts to God , nor ſandiity- 
« ing their Jabour with daily prayer ; 
© when on the Lords day they do 
- << unneceſſary ſervile work, or in 
*« time of divine ſervice on other ho- 
«ly days, except in the calcs of ex- 
«<treme poverty, and in the ſea- 
& ſons of Sced-time, and Harveſt. 
Secondly, he adviſcth them {ſo to 
labour for wealth and maintenance , 
as that they make not that the: end 
of their labour, but that they may 
have wherewithall to ſerve God the 
better, and to do good deeds, Afﬀ- 
ter theſe diſcourſes, if they be poor 
and needy, whom he thus _ la- 
| ; OY- 
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bouring, he gives them ſomewhat 
and opens not only his mouth , but 
kis purſe to their relief, . that ſo they 
go on more cheerfully in their voca- 
tion, and himſelf be ever the more 
welcome to them. Thoſe that the 


Parſon findes 1dle, or ill imployed, . 


he chides not at firſt, for that were 
neither civill, nor profitable; but 
always in the cloſe, before he departs 
from them : yet in this he diſtingut- 
ſheth ; tor if be be a plaine country- 
man, he reprovcs him plaialy ; for 
they are not ſenſible of fineneſſe : if 
they be of higher quality, they com- 
monly arc quick, and ſ{cnſible, ang 
very tender of reproof : and there- 
fore he lays his diſcourſe ſo, that he 
comes .to the, point yery leaſurely , 
and : oficntimes , , as. Nathan did, 
in the perſon of. another ,. making 
them to reprove themſclves. How- 
ever, one way or other, he .cver.xe- 
proves them , .. that he may keep 
himſclfpure, and not be intangled 

4b 
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in others ſinnes. Neither in this 
doth he forbear, though there be 
company by : for as when the 
offence is particular, and againſt 
mee , I am to follow our Savi- | 
outs rule, and to take my bro- 
ther aſide; and reprove him ; 
ſo when the offence is publicke , 
and againſt God, I am then 
to follow the Apoſtles rule, 1 
Timothy 5.20. and to rebuke open- 
b that which is done openly. Be- | 
ſides theſe occafionall diſcourſes, {| 
_ the Parſon queſtions what order 
is kept in the houſe, as about 
prayers morning, and evening on 
their knees, reading of Scripture, 
catechizing, finging of Pſalms at 
their work, and on holy days; who 
can read, who not; and ſometimes 
he hears the children read himſfelfe, 
 andbleſſeth, encouraging alſo the 
ſervants to learn to read, - and offe- 
ting to have them taught on holy- 
, dayes by his ſervants, _ If the 
Paiſon |. 


— 
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Parſon were aſhamed of particu- 
larizing in theſe things, hee were 
not fit to be a Parldn : bur he 
holds the Rule, that Nothing is 
little in Gods ſervice : If it once have 
the honour of that Name, it grows 
oreat inſtantly. Wherfore neither 
diſdaineth he to enter into the poor- 
eſt Cottage, though he even creep 
into it, and though it {mell never 
ſo lothſomly. For Poth God is there 
alſo, and thoſe for whom God dy- 
ed: and ſo much the rather doth 
he ſo, as his acceſlſe ro the poor is 
more comfortable, then to the richg 
and in regard of himſelte, it is more 
humiliation. Theſe are the Parſons 


- Renerall aims in his Circuit, but 


with theſe he mingles other diſcour- 
ſes for converſation fake , 'and to 
make his higher purpoſes ſlip the 
more ealily, 


CHAP. 
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CHnayP. XV. 
The Parſon Comforting. 


aw Hc Countrey Parſon, when 

! any of his cure is ſick, or 
afHicted with loſle of friend, 
oreftate, or any. ways diſtreſſed , 
fails not to afford his beſt comforts, 
and rather gocs:to them, then ſends 
for the aftlicted:,. though they can, 
and otherwiſe ought to cometo him. 
To this end he hath throughly dige- 
ſed all the points of conſolation, as 
having continuall uſe of chem, ſuch 
as 'are from Gods generall provi- 
dence extended even to hllyes;from 
his particular, to his Church , from |. 
his promiſes, from the examples of 
all Saints, that ever were ; from 
Chriſt himſelf, perfe&ing our Re- 
demption no _— way, then by 


= 
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ſorrow ; from the Benefit of afili- 
&ion, which ſoftens, and works the 
{t::bborn hcarr of man; from the 
certainty both of deliverance, and 
reward, if we taint not ; from rhe 
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miſerable compariſon of the mo- 


ment of gricfs here with , the weight 
of joyeshereafter. *© Beſides chis, 
© in his viſiting the ſick , or other- 
« wile afflicted, he followeth the 
* Churches counſell , namely, in 
< periwading them to particular 
* confeſſion, labouring ro make 
* them underſtand the great good 
« uſe of this antient and pious ordi- 
© nance, and how neceſſary itis in 
* ſome caſes: he alſo urgeth themto 
* do ſome pions charitable works, 
* as a neceſſary evidence. and fruir 


© of their faith, at that time eſpeci- 


« ally : rhe participation of the ho- 
*ly Sacrament, how comfortable, 
* and Soveraigne a Medicine it is 
*to all ſinſick ſouls, whar ſtrength, 
* and joy, and peace it adaniaitl 


Wn 
**againſt |. 
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<* againſt all temptations, even to 
« death it ſelfe , he plainly, and ge-* 
* nerally intimateth to the diſaf- 
« feted, or ſick perſon, that (o 
*rhe hunger and thirſt after it 
* may come rather from them- 
* ſelves, then from his perſwa- 
* ſton. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
The Parſon a Father. 


He Countrey Parſon 1s not 

I only a father to his flock, 

| bur alſo profeſſeth himſelfe 
{-- throughly of the opinion , car- 
rying it about with him as ful- 
ly, as if he had begot his 
whole Pariſh. And of this he 
makes great uſe. For by this 
means, when any finns , A ha- 
_ teth him not as an officer ,. bur 


pities |. 
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pirycs him as a Father : andeven 
in thoſe wrongs which either in 
tithing, or otherwiſe are done to 
his owne perſon , hee conſiders 
the offender as a child, and for- 
gives, ſo hee may have any figne 
of amendment; ſo alſo when af- 
ter many admonitions , any con- 
tinue to be refractory, yet hee 
ives him not over , but is long 
4 x hee proceede to difinherit- 
ing, or perhaps neyer goes ſo 
far; knowing, that ſome are cal- 
led at the eleyenth houre , and 
therefore hee ſtill expets , and 
waits , leaſt hee ſhould de- 
termine Gods houre of coming 3 
which as hee cannot, touching 
the laſt day, ſo neither touching 
= intermediate days of Conyer- 
10n, / 
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...u9 The Parſon in Journey. 


He countrey Parſon, when 

| ....a juſt occafioncalleth him 

- out of his Pariſh ( which 

he diligently /, and <ftrictly weigh- 
eth , his Pariſh being all his joy, 
and thought) leaveth not his Mini- 
ſtry behind him ; bur is. himſelte 
where ever he is. Therefore thoſe 
he meets on the way he bleſſeth au- 
dibly, and with thoſe he overtakes 

. or that overtake him, hee: begins 
| - good diſcourles, {uch as may edify , 
interpoling ſometimes ſome ſhort, 
|- and honeſt refreſhments, which 
may make his other diſcourſes 
more welcome, and lefle tedious. 
And when he comes to his Inn, he 
refaſetlnot to joyne, that he may 
en- 


| 
I} 
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enlarge the glory of God to the: 
company he is in, by a due bleſling 
of God tor their ſafe arrival,and ſay- 
ing grace at meat, and at going to 
bed by giving the Hoſt notice, that 
he will have prayers in the hall, wi- 
ſhing him to informe his gueſts 
thereof, that if any be willing to par- 
take, they may reſort thither. The 
like he doth in the morning, uſing 
pleaſantly the outlandiſh proverb , 
that Prayers and Provender never 
hinder journey, When he comes to 
any other houſe, where his kizared , 
or. other relations give him any ath- 
thority over the Family , if hee be 
to ſtay for a time, hee conſiders di- 
ligently the ſtate thereof to God- 
ward,and that in two points : Firſt, 
what diſorders there are either in 
Apparcll, or Dicr, or too open 4 
Buttery, or reading vain books, or 
wearing, or breeding up children 
to no Calling, bur in idleneſs, or the 
like, Secondly, what means of 
| Piety 
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Piety , whether daily prayers be 
uſed , Grace , _— of Scrip- 
tures, and other good books, how 
Sundayes, holy-days, and faſting days 
are kept. And accordingly, as he 
finds any defect in theſe, hee firſt 
conſiders with himſelfe , what kind 
of remedy fits the temper of the 
houſe beſt, and then hee faithfully, 
and boldly applycth it ; yer ſea- 
ſonably, and diſcreetly, by taking 
aſide x Lord ,or Lady; or Maſter 


and M;ſtres of the houſe,and ſhewing 
them cleerly, that they reſpect them 
moſt, who wiſh them beſt, and that 
notadelire to meddle with others 
- affairs, butthe earneſtneſle to do all 
the good he can, moves him to ſay 
thus and thus. 
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CHrnAaP. XVIIL 

The Parſon in Sentinel. 
He Countrey Parſon,where 
[ ever he is., keeps' Gods 
- watch; that is, there is 
nothing ſpoken , or done 1n the 
Company where he is, but comes 
under' his Teſt and cen(ure : :I£-ir 
be well ſpoken, or done, he. takes 
occaſion to commend, . and: en+ 
largeit; if ill, he preſently lays 
hold of it, leaſt the poyſon ſteal into 
ſome young and unwary - ſpirits; 
and poſſeſle them even before they 
themſelves (heed it. But this he 
doth diſcretely, with mollifying, 
and ſuppling words; This was not 
ſo well ſaid, as it might have been 
forborn ; We cannot allow this : 


orelſe if the thing will admit inter- 
retdtion ; - Your meaning is not 


thus, but thus ; or, So farr indeed 


E what 


he pls. be in 
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what you ſay is true, and well laid; 
but this will notſtand. This is cal- 


| led keeping Gods watch, when the 


baits which the enemy lays in com- 
pany , are diſcovered and avoyded: 
This1s to be on Gods fide, and be 
true to his party. Beſides,if he per- 
ceive in company any diſcourſe ten- 
ding toll, either by the wickedneſs 
or quarrelſomneſle thereof, he ei- 
&her prevents it judiciouſly,or breaks 
it off ſeaſonably by ſome diverſion, 
Wherein a pleaſantneſs of diſpoſiti- 
on is of great uſe, men being wil- 
lng to fell the intereſt, and in- 
gagement of their diſcourſes for no 
price ſooner, then that of mirch; 
whither the nature of man, loving 
_ refreſhment, gladly betakes it ſelfe, 
evento the loſle of honour. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


2 
F- The Parſon in reference. 


: He Countrey Parſon is ſin- 
» | ccre nnd upright in all his 
relations. Andfirft,he is 

” | juſtro his Countrey;, as when he is 
ſet at anarmour, or horſe, he bar- 
' rowes them not to ſerve the turne,, 
* | nor provides flight, and unuſefull, 

but ſuch as are every way. fitting to 
do his Countrey true and laudable 
ſervice, when occaſion requires. 
| To do otherwiſe, is deccit; and 
\. | thereforenor for him, whois hear- 
? | ty, andtrue inall his wayes, as be- 

by ing the ſervant of him, in whom 
© | there wasno guile. Likewiſe in a- 
ny other Countrey-duty , he con- 
fiders what is the end of any Com- 
mand, and then he ſuits things faith-- 
fully according- to that end. Se- 
condly, he carryes himſelf very re- 
= E 2 ſpective- 
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ſerves Viſitations, and being there, 
makes due uſe of them, as of Cler- 
gy councels, for the- benefit of the 
Dioceſe.” 'And therefore befote he 
comes, | having obſerved ſome de- 
fe&s'in the Miniſtry, he then either 
in Sermon, if he preach, or at ſome 
other time of the day, propounds a- 
mone his Brethren what were fitting 
ro be done. Thirdly, he keeps good 
Correſpondence with all the neigh- 
bouring, Paſtours round abour him , 
performing for them any Miniſteri- 
all affice, which is not to the pre- 
judice of his own Pariſh. Likewiſc 
he welcomes to his houſe any Mi- 
niſter , how poor or mean ſoever, 


_ > withasjoyfull a countenance, - as if 


he 'were to 'entertain” ſome 'great 
"900 , Lord. 


. 
ae, EIT 4 


The Parſon. imreference, FF 


Lord. Pourthly , he fulfills the 
duty, and' debt of neighbour- 
hood toall the Pariſhes which are 
neer him. For the Apoſtles rule; 
Philip. 4. being admirable, and; 
large, that we ſhould do whatſoe- 
ver things are honeſt, or juſt, or pure, 
or lovely, or of good report, if there 
be any vertue, or any praiſe, And 
Neighbournood being ever reputed, 
even among the Heathen, as an ob- 
ligation to do good, rather then to 
thoſe that are further , where things 
are otherwiſe equall , "therefore - 
ſatisfies this duty alſo. Eſpecially, 
if God have ſent any calamity either 
by fire, or famine, to any neigh- 
bouring Pariſh, then he expects no 
Briete ; but taking his Pariſh toge- 
ther the next Sunday, or boly-day, 
and expoſing to them the uncertain- 
ty of humane affairs, none know- 
ing whoſe turne may be next, and 
then when he hath affrighted them - | 
with this, expoſing the obligation 
E 2: : a 
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of Charity, and Neighbour-hood, 
he firſt gives himſelf liberally, and 
then incites them to give; making 
together a ſumme either to be ſent, 
--or, which were more comfortable, 
all together chooſing ſome fitt 
day to carry it themſelves, and 
cheere the Aﬀited. So, if any 
neighbouring village be overbur- 
dened' with poore, and his owne 
lefſe charzed , hee findes ſome 
way of releeving it, and reducing 
the Manna, and bread of Chari- 
_ tyto ſome <quality, repreſenting to 
his people, that the Bleſſing of God 
to them ought to make them the 
- more charitable, and not the leſle, 
teft he caſt their neighbours poverty 
on them alſo. 
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CHAP. XX. 
The Parſon in Gods ſtead. 


| He Countrey Parſon is in 
j Gods ſtead to his Pariſh, 
and diſchargeth God what 
he can of his promifes. Where- 
fore there is nothing done either wel 
or ill , whereof he is nor the re- 
warder, or puniſher. If he chance 
to finde any reading in anothers Bi- 
ble, he provides him one of his 
own. It he finde another giving a . 
poor man a penny, he gives him a 
teſter for it, if the giver be fit to re- 
ceive it; or if he be of a condition 
above {uch gifts, he ſends him a: 
good book, or caſeth him in his 
Tithes, telling him when he hath 
- 'forgotten it, this I do, becauſe at 
ſuch, and {uch a time you were 
charitable. This is in ſome ſort a 
diſcharging of God; as concerning. 
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this life, who hath promiſed, that 
Godlineſſe ſhall be gainfull : but in 
the other God is his own immedi- 
ate paymalſter, rewarding all 200d 
deeds to their full proportion. The 
* Parſons puniſhing of {in and vice, 
<*israther by withdrawing his bonn- 
* ty. and courteſie from the parties 
< offending, or by private, or pub- 
© lick reproof, as the caſe requires, 
* then by cauſing them to be pre- 
© ſented, or otherwiſe complained 
* of. Andyetas the malice of the 
© perſon,or hainouſneſs of the crime 
* may be, he is carefull ro ſee con- 
© dign puniſhment inflited,and with 
«truly godly zeal. without hatred to 
$* the perſon, hungreth and thirſterh 
$ after righteous puniſhment of un- 
« righteouſneſſe. Thus both in re- 
© warding vertue, and in puniſhing 
«yice, the Parſon endeavouret 
* ro be in Gods ſtead, knowing 
«that Countrey people are drawne, 
* or led by ſenle , more ___ 
- by . 
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. « by faith, by preſent rewards, 
] « or puniſhments, more then by 
: << future. 

1 
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. CHay. XXL. 

” The Parſon Catechizang. 
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- | He Countrey Parſon values 
d | Catechizing highly : for 

there being three points of 
e lis duty, the one, to-infuſe a com- 
- petent knowledge of ſalvation in e-_ 
h very one of his Flock; the other , 
0 to multiply, and build up this 
h þ knowledge toa fſpirituall Temple 


1- the third, to inflame this know+ 
e- ledge, to preſſe, and drive it to 
9 practice, turning it to reformation 
th of life, by pithy and lively / ex- 
Wa hortations ; Catechjzing is the firſt 
ce, | point, , and but, by, :C:techi-= 1 
en zing, the other cannot be attained, *' 
y E 5 Be- : 2 
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. Beſides,whereas in Sermons there is 
a-kinde of ftate,in Catechizing there 
is an humbleneſſe very ſutable to 
Chriſtian regeneration, which ex- 
ccedingly delights him as by way 
of- exerciſc _ himſelf, and by 


| - Way of preaching to himſelf, for the 


advancing of his own mortification, 


For in preaching to others, he for- 
gets not himſelf, bur is firſt a Ser- 
mon to himſelf, and then to others; 
growing with the growth of his Pa- 
rh. - He uſeth, and preferreth the 
ordinary Church-Catechiſm, part- 
Iy for obedience to Authority,part- 
y4 for uniformity ſake, - that the 
ame c ommon truths may be every 
where profeſſed , eſpecially fince 
many remove from Parith ro Pa- 
* Tiſh; wholike Chriſtian Souldiers 
. areto give the word, and to fatis- 
' Hethe Congregation by their Ca- 
*. tholick anſwers. Heexacts of all 
the Doctrine of the Catechiſme; of 
the younger ſort, the very words : | 
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of the elder, the ſubſtance. Thofe 
' he Catechizeth publickly, thefe 
privately, giving age hononr, ac- 
cording to the Apoſtles rate, 1 7m. 
5. 1. He requires all to be prefent at 
: Catechizing: firſt,for the authority 
, of the work ; Secondly, that Pa- 
p, 


rents, and Maſters, as they hear 
the anſwers prove, may when they 
come home, either commend or 
reprove, either reward or puniſh. 
Thirdly, that thoſe of the elder fort, 
, who are not well grounded, may 
then by an honourable way take 
occaſion ro be better inſtructed. 

, Fourthly, that thoſe who are well - 
; | - grownin the knowledg of Religion, 

. may examine their grounds, renew | 
£ their vowes, and by occaſion of 
. both, inlarge their meditations. 
When once all have learned the 
| words of the Catechiſme, he thinks 
it the moſt uſefull way that a Paſtor |. 
can take,to go over the ſame, but in 
other words : for many ſay rhe Ca- : 
re- 2 


wp bw 1 
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techiſme by rote, as parrats, with- 
out ever piercing into the ſenſe of it. 
In this courſe the order of the Ca- 
techiſme would be kept , but the 
reſt varyed : as thus, in the 
Creed : How came this world to 
beasitis* Was it made, or came 
it by chance * Who made it © 
Did you ſee God makeit * Then 
are there ſome things to be belce- 
yed that are not ſeen ? Is this the 
nature of beliefe « 1s not Chri- 
| ſtianity full of ſuch things, as are 
not to be ſcen , but beleeved ? 
You ſaid, God made the world 

Who is God « And fo for- 
| Ward, requiring anſwers to all 
| theſe, and helping and cheriſhing 
" the Anſwerer, by making the 
Queſtion very plaine with compa- 
riſons, and making much eyen 
of a word of truth from him. 
This order being uſed to one, 


- would be a little varyed to ano-. 
ther. And this is 'an admirable. 


way 
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way of teaching , wherein the 
Catechized will at length finde de- 
light , and by which the Cate- 
chizer, if he once get the skill of it, 
will draw out of ignorant and filly 

ſouls, even the dark and deep points 

- of Religion, Socrates did thus inPhi- 
loiophy, who held that the ſceds 
of all truths lay in every body, and 
accordingly by queſtions well or- 
dered he found Philoſophy in filly 
Tradeſ-men. That poſition will 
not hold in Chriſtianity , becauſe 
it contains things above nature : but 
after that the Catechiſme is once 
learn'd,that which nature is towards 
Philoſophy, the Catechiſm 1s to- 
wards JDivinity. To this purpoſe, 
{ome dialogues in Plato were worth 
the reading, where the ſingular 
dexterity of Socrates in this kind 
may be obſerved; and imitated. Yet 
the skill conſiſts but in theſe three 
Points : Firſt, an aim-and mark of * ? 
the whole diſcaurſe,whither to _ « 

k - 
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"the Anſwerer, which the Queſtioniſt - 
muſt have in his mind before any 
queſtion be propounded , upon 
which and to which the queſtion 
are to be chained. Secondly , 

moſt plain and eafie framing the 
queſtion, even containing in vertue 
the anſwer alſo, eſpecially to the 
more ignorant. Thirdly, when 
the anſwerer ſticks, an illuſtrating 
the thing by ſomerhing elſe, which 
he knows, making what hee knows 
to ſerve him in that which he knows 
not: As, when the Parſon once 
demanded after other queſtions 
about mans miſery ; ſince man is ſo 
miſerable, what is to be done ? 


_ * Andthe anſiverer could not tell ; 


He asked him again, what he would 
do, if he were in a ditch This 
familiar illuſtration made the anſwer 
6! exqons that he was even aſhamed 
Sign orance:for he could notbur. 


ay, he would haſt out of it as faſt 


of he could. Then he JRereces » 
as 


- 
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< of by 


*% \&f YU To OO O01 ww WH w HY DD YU mM UT mW w& OT 


The Parſon Catechizing. 


19 & Of oY aun 3 (O mae ue 


87 


ask, whether he could get out of the 
ditch alone, or whether he needed 
a helper, and who was that helper. 
This is the skill, and doubtleſſe the 
Holy Scripture intends thus much, 
when it condeſcends to the naming 
of a plough, a hatchet, a buſhell, 
leaven, boyes piping and dancing; 
ſhewing that things of ordinary uſe 
are not only to ſerve in the way of 
drudgery, but to be waſhed, and 
cleanied, and ſerve for lights eyen 
of Heavenly Truths. This 1s the 
Practice which the Parſon ſo much 
commends to all his fellow-labou- 
rers; the ſecret of whoſe good con- 
fiſts in this, that at Sermons, and 


Prayers, men may fleep or wander, 


but when one 1s asked a queſtion, 
he muſt diſcoyer whar he is. This 
practice exceeds even Sermons m 
teaching:but there being two things 


in Sermons,the one Informing, the _ 


other Inflaming ; as Sermons come 


ſhort of queſtions in the one, ſo they . 
barre 
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_ farre exceed them in the other, 
For queſtions cannot inflame or ra- 
viſh, that muſt, be done by a 
ſet, and labonred, and continued 
ſpeech. 
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CHAP XXII. 


The Parſon in Sacraments. 


He Countrey Parſon being 

I ro adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments, 15 at a ſtand with 

himſelt , how or what behaviour 
to aſſume for ſo holy things. E- 
ſpecially ar Communion times he 
Sina great confuſion, as being 
not only to receive God, but to 
break, and adminiſter him. Net- 
ther findes he any iſſue in this, but 
to throw himſelf down at the throne 
of grace, ſaying, Lord , thou 
knoweſt what | thou didſt, when 


thou | 
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thou appointedſt it to be done 
thus }; therefore doe thou ful- 
fill what thou didſt appoint .; 'for 
thou art not only the feaſt, bur 
the way to it. Ar Baptiſme, bc- 
ing himſelfe in white, he requires 
the preſence of all, and Bapti- 
zeth not willingly, but on Sun- 
dayes, or great dayes. Hee ad- 
mits no vaine or idle names, but 
ſuch as are uſuall and accuſtomed. 
Hee ſays that prayer with great 
devotion , where God is thanked 
for calling us to the knowledg of 
his grace, Baptiſme being a bleſ- 
ſing, that the world hath not the 
like. He willingly and cheerfully 
crofſerh the child, and thinketh the 
Ceremony not onely innocent, but 
reverend. He inſtructeth the God- 
fathers, and God-mothers,- thart it 
is no complementall or light thing 
to ſuſtain :w place, but a great ho- 
nour, and no leſs burden, as bein 

' done both in the preſence of God, 
and 
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and his Saints, and by way of un- 
dertaking for a Chriſtian ſoul. He 
adviſeth all tro call to minde their 
Baptiſm often; for if wiſe men have 
thought itthe beſt way of preſerving 
a ſtate to 1educe it to its principles 
by which it grew great; certainly, 
itis the ſafeſt courſe for Chriſti- 
ans alſo to meditate on their Bap- 
tiſme often (being the firſt ſtep into 
their great and glorious calling) 
and upon what termes , and with 


| * what vowes they were Baptized, 


At the times of the Holy Commu- 
nion, he firſt takes order with the 
Church-Wardens, that the ele- 
ments be of the beſt , not cheape, 
or courſe, much lefle ill-raſted , 
or unwholſome. ' Secondly, hee 
conſiders and looks into the igno- 


rance, or careleſnefs of his flock, . 


and accordingly applies himſelfc 
with - Catechizings, and live- 
ly exhoftations, not on the Sunday 
of the Communion only (for then 


na 
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| itis too late; ) but the Sunday, or 
Sundayes before the Communion, 
or on the Eves of all thoſe dayes. 
If there be any, who having nor re- 
ceived yet , is to enter into this 
great work, he takes the more pains 
with them , that hee may lay the 
foundation of future Bleſſings. The 
| time of every ones firſt receiving 
isnot ſo much by yeers, as by un- 
derſtanding : particularly, the rule 
may be this: When any one can 
diſtinguiſh rhe Sacramentall from 
common bread, knowing the In- 
ſtirution , and the difference , hee 
ought to receive, of what age ſo- 
ever. Children and youths are u- 
ſually deferred too long, under 
pretence of devotion to the Sacra- 
ment, but it is for want of Inſtru&ti- 
on; their underſtandings being ripe 
enough for ill things, and why not 
then for better ® Bur Parents, and _ 
| Maſters ſhould make haſt in this, as 
| toagreat purchaſe for their c—_— 
VI 4 an 
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and ſervants. ; which while they 
deferr , both fides ſuffer; the one, 
in wanting many eXcitings of grace; 
the other, in being worſe {ſerved 
and obeyed. The ſaying of the 
Catechiſm is neceſfary, but not c- 
nough; becauſe to anſwer in form 


may {till admit ignorance : butthe 


Queſtions muſt be propounded 
looſely and wildely, and then the 
Anſwerer will diſcover what hee 
is Thirdly, For the manner of 
receiving , as the Parſon uſeth all 
reverence himſelf, ſo he adminiſters 
to none, but to the reverent. The 
Feaſt indeed requires fitting , be- 
cauſe it is a Feaſt ; but man's unpre- 
parednefle asks kneeling. Hee that 
Comes to the Sacrament, hath the 
confidence of a Gueſt, and hee that 
kneels, confeſleth himſelf an unwor- 
- thy one, and therefore differs from 
othcr Feaſters : but hee thar fits, or 
hes, puts up to.an Apoſtle : Con- 
tentiouſnefle in a feaſt of Charity 1s 


more 


a 
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more {candall then any poſture, 
Fourthly, touching the frequency 
of the Communion, the Parſon ce- 
lebrates it, if not duly once a month, 
yet at leaſt five or fix rimes in the 
year ; as, at Eaſter, Chriſtmaſſe, 
Whitſunride, afore and after Har- 
veſt, and the beginning of Iſtnr. 
And 'this hee doth, not onely for 
the benefit of the work, but al- 
ſo for the diſcharge of the Church- 
wardens, who being to preſent all 
that receive not thrice a year; if 
there be but three Communions., 
neither can all the people ſo- order 
their affairs as to receive juſt at thoſe 
times, nor the Church-Wardens (0 
well take notice who receive thrice, 
and who not. 


«A 
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Cray. XXII. 


The Parſon's Completeneſſe. 
He Countrey Parſon de- 

| ſires to be allto his Pariſh, 
and not onely a Paſtour, 

but a Lawyer alſo, and a Phift- 
Ccian, Therefore hee endures not 
that any of his Flock ſhould go to 
Law ; but in any Controverlie, that 
they ſhould reſort to him as their 
Judge. To this end,he hath gotten 
to himſelf ſome inſight in things or- 
dinarily incident we. controverted, 
by experience, and by reading ſome 
mitiatory treatiſes in the Law, with 
Dalton s Juſtice of Peace, and the 
Abridgements of theStarutes,as alſo 
by diffoarſe with men of that pro- 
teſſion, whom he hath ever ſome ca- 
ſes to ask;7 when he'meets with them; 


holding that rule, that to put inen 
ro 
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to diſcourſe of that, wherin they are 
moſt eminent, is the moſt gainfull 
way of Converſation. Yet when 
ever any controverlie.is .b rought to 
him, he never decides it alone, but 
ſends for three or four of the ableſt 
of the Pariſh to hear the cauſe with 
him, whom he: makes to deliver 
their opinion firſt ; out of which he 
gathers, in caſc he be ignorant him- 
{elf , what to hold; and ſo the 
thing paſſeth with more authority , 
and leffe envy, In Judging, he fol- 
lowes that,which is altogether rights 
ſo thar if the pooreſt man of the Pa- 
riſh detain but a pin uajuſitly from 
the richeſt, he abſolutely reſtores it 
aSa Judge ; but when he hath fo 
done, then he aſſumes the Parſon , 
and exhorts to Charity.  Never- 
thelefle,there may happen ſomtimes 
ſome caſes, wherein bf chooſeth to 
permit his Pariſhioners rather to 
make uſe of the Law, then himſelf : 
As incaſcsof an obſcure and dark 
nature, 
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nature, not eaſily determinable by 
Lawyers themſelves ; orin caſes of 
high conſequence, as eſtablrſhing 
'Of inheritances : or Laſtly, when 
the perſons 'in difference are of a 
contentious diſpoſition, and can- 


not be gained, but that they till . 


fall from all compromiſes that have 
been' made. But then he ſhews 
them how to go to Law, even, as 
Brethren, and not as enemies, nei- 
ther avoyding therfore one anothers 
company, much lefle defaming 
one another... Now as the Parſon 
is in Law, fo is he in ſickneſle alſo : 
if there be any of his flock ſick, hee 
is their Phyſician, or at leaſt his 
Wife, of whom in ſtead of the 
qualities of the world, he asks no 
other, bur to have the skill of 
healing a wound, or helping the 
fick. Bur if neither himſelfe, nor 
his wife have the skil, and his means 
ſerve, hee keepes ſome young 


-practicioner in his houſe for the be- 
ne- 
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nefit of his Pariſh, whom yet he 
eyer exhorts not to excced his 
bounds, but in tickle cafes to call 
in help. Ifall fail, then he keeps 
good co NG with ſome 
neighbour Phiſician, and enter- 
taines him for the Cure of his Pa- 
riſh, Yetisiteahe for any Scho- 
lerto attaine to ſuch a meaſure of 
Phiſick, as may be of much uſe to 
him both for himſelf, and others. 
This 1s done by ſceing one Anato- 
my, reading one Book of Phiſick , 
having one Herball by him. And let 
Fernelius be the Phiſick Authourz 
for he writes briefly, neatly, and 
judicioufly ; eſpecially let his. Mes 
thod of Phiſick be diligently; peru+ 
ſed, as being: the practicall part , 
and of moſt uſe. Now both the 
reading of him, and the knowing 
of herbs may be done at ſuch times, 
as they may bean help, and a re- 
creation to more divine ſtudies, Na- 
ture ſerving Grace both. inc omfort 
} ..: of 
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of direrfion, and the benefit of ap- 
—_— when need requires ; as al- 
o by way of illuſtration, even as 
| - our Saviour made plants and feeds 
| Toteach rhe people : for he was 
| thetmuc houſeholder, who bring- 
eth out of his treaſure things new 
and old; the old things of Philoſo- 
phy, and the new of Grace; and 
maketh the one ſerve the other. 
And I conceive, our Saviour did 
this for three reaſons : firſt, that by 
_ familiar things hee might make his Þ 
Dodtrine flip rhe more eafily into | 
rhe hearts even of the meaneſt. Se- B 
condly , that labouring people | ** 


(whom he chiefly canſidered)might =» 
have every where monuments of ay 


of his Doctrine, remembring in 
ardens, his muſtard-{eed, and lil- ay 
yes ; inthe field , his ſeed-corn, os 
and tares; and ſo not be drowned | 


F | th 
altogether in the works of their vo- | ©" 
1 . | Aut c 
cation, but ſometimes lift up their " 


minds to better things, even in the | 


midſt | - 
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midſt of, their pains. Fhirdly;, 
that he mightſer. a Copy. for -Par- 
ſons. In the knowledge of fim- 
ples, wherein the manitold wiſe- 
domie of God is wonderfully to. be 
ſeen, one thing would be carefully 
obſerved; which-is, to, know what 
herbs may. be uſed in ſtead of dru 

of the ſame nature, and to make the 


| garden the ſhop: For home- bred 


medicines are both more eaſje for 
the Parfons purſe, and more familis 
ar for all mens bodyes. So, where 
the Apothecary uſceth - either for 
looſing, Rubarb, or for binding , 
Bolearmena , the Parſon ufeth dg- 
mask or white Roles for the. ones 
and plantaine, ſhepherds purſe, 
knot-graſle for the other, and thay 
with better ſucceſle. As for ſpices, 
he doth not onely prefer home-bred 
things before them, but condemns . 
them for vanities, and ſo ſhuts them 


” | gut of his family, eſteeming thay 
| ere is no ſpice comparable, for 
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herbs, to roſemary, time , ſavou- 
Ty,mints ; and for feds, to Fennell, 
and Carroway ſeeds. Accordinos- 
ly, for falves, his wife ſceks not the 
city, butpreferrs her garden and 
fields before all outlandiſh gums, 
And ſurely hyſſope, valerian, mer- 
cury, adders tongue, yerrow, me- 
lilot, and Saint Fohns wort made 


intoa falve ; And Elder, camo- | 


mill , mallowes, comphrey and 
ſmallage made into a Poultis, have 
done great and rare cures, In cu- 
ring of any , the Parſon and his 
Family uſc to premile prayers, for 
this is to cure like a Parſon, and 
this raiſeth the -action-' from the 
Shop, to the Church. Bur 
though the Parſon ſets forward all 
Charitable deeds, yet he looks not 
in this point of Curing beyond his 
own Parith, except the perſon bee 
ſo poor, that he is not able to re- 
ward the Phifician : for as hee is 
Charicable, ſo he is juſt alſo. Now 
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itis a juſtice. and debt to the Gom- 
mon-wealth he lives in, not to in- 
croach on others Profeſſions, but 
to live on his own. And juſtice 1s the, 
oround of Charity. 
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CHay, XXIV. 
The Parſon arguing. 


He Countrey Parſon, if 

| there be any of his pariſh 
that hold ſtrange Doctrins, 

uſeth all poſſible diligence to re- 
duce them to the common Fauth. 
The firſt means he uſerh is Prayer, 
beſeeching the Father of lights to 0- 
pen their eyes, and to give Fit POowW- 
er ſo to fit his diſcourſe to them , 
that ic may effetually pierce their 
hearts, and convert them. The 
ſecond means is a very loving, and 


Ce 
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tw, and-ſending for them often 
and in finding our Courteſies to 
place on them ; as in their tithes, 
or otherwiſe, 'The third mcans 
1s the obſervation what is the main 
| Foundation, and pillar of their 
cauſe , wherein they rely , as if 
he be a Papiſt, the Church is the 
hinge he rurnes on; if a Sciſmarick, 
ſcandall. Wherefore the Parſon |. 
hath diligently examined theſe two 
Avith himſelfe, as what the Church 
Þ, how it began” how it procee- 
ad, whether itbe arvle to it falfe, 
whether i it hath arulte, whether ha- 
ving a rule, it oug ht not to be guided 
by it; whether any rute in the world - 
be obſcure, and 'how then thould 
the beſt be fo, at leaſt-tn fundamen- 
tall things , the obſcurity in ſome 
Ints being the exerciſe of the 
hurch, thelight1 in the foundati- 
ons beir the ouide, The Church 
needir gs An evidence, and an 
 Exerei So for Scandal what 
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ſcandall is, when given or taken , 


. whether, there being two precepts , 
one of obeying Authority,the other 


of not giving ſcandall, that ought 
not to be preferred, eſpecially ſince 
in diſobeying there is {candall al- 
ſo : whether things once indifferent, 
being made by the precept of Au- 
thority more then indifferent, it be 
in our power to omit or refuſe them. 
Theſe and the like points hee hath. 
accurately digeſted, having ever 
beſides two great helps and pow- 


_.erfall perſwaders on his fide, the 


one, a ſtrict religious life; the 
other an humble , and ingenu- 
ous ſearch of truth, being un- 
moved in' arguing, and voyd of 
all cocecationiigs: which are two 
great lights able to dazle the eyes of 
the miſ{-led ,while they conſtder,that - 
God cannot bewanting to them in 
Do&rine, to whom he is ſo graci- 
ous in Life, 
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Cnay. XXV. 
The Parſon puniſhing. 


Henſoever the Coun- 
\ A / trey Parſon proceeds 
ſo farre as to call in 


Authority , and to do ſuch things 
of tegall oppoſition either in the pre- 
ſentins, or puniſhing of any, as 
the vulgar ever conſters for {19nes 
of il] will, he forbears not in any 
wiſe to uſe the delinquent as be- 
fore, in his behaviour and carri- 
age towards him, not avoyding his 
company, or doing any thing of a- 
yerſeneſle, ſave in the very a& cf 
puniſhment: neither doth he e- 
ſteem him for an enemy, bur 
as a brother ſtill, excepr ſome 
ſmall and temporary eftranging 
may corroborate the puniſhment to 
Rl 
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a better ſubduing, and humbling 

of the celinquent; which if ir hap- | 
pily take effect, he then comes on 
the faſter, and makes ſo much the 
more of him, as before he aliena- 
ted himſelfe ; doubling his regards, 
and ſhewing by all means, thar the 
delinquents returne is to his advan- 
tage. 
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Cray. XXVI. 
The Parſon's eye. 


He Countrey Parſon at 

| ſpare times from action , 
ſtanding on a hill, and 
conſidering his Flock, diſcovers 
two ſorts of vices, and two ſorts 
of vicious perſons. . There are ſome 
vices, whoſe natures are alwayes 
cleer, and evident, as Adultery , 
Murder, Hatred , Lvjng, Sc. 
F. $ T here | 
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Phere are other vices, whoſe-natures, 
-atileaſt in the 'beginning, are «dark 
and -obſcure.: as Covetouſneſle, 
andiGluttony. $0 likewiſe therc 
aroſome perſons , who abſtain not 
evenfromiknown fins ; there are 0- 
thers,, who when they know a {tn 
evidently, they commit it not. 
Itis true indeed, they are long a 
knowing it, being partiall to them- 
felves, and witty to others who 
thall reproye them foo it. A 
man may be both Covetous, and 
Intemperate , and yet hcar Ser- 
mons againſt both , and himlſeltc 
condemn both in good earneſt : and 
the reafon hereof 1s, becauſe the na- 
tres of rheſe-vices 'being nor evi- 
dently diſcufſed, or known com- 
monly, the beginnings of themare 
not caſtly obſervab!ell : and the be- 
| non s of them arenot. obſerved , 

Þecaufe of the ſuddain paſſing from 
*that which was juſt now Jawfull, to 
Wat which is preſently unlawfull, e- 
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ven in one cominued action, 


lawfully, even before he is aware 
not knowing the bounds of the aRti- 
on, nor when his cating begins ta 
be unlawfull. Soa man ſtoring up 
mony for his neceſſary proviſions, 
both in preſent for his family, and 
in future for. his children, hardly 
perceives when his ſtoring becomes 
unlawfull : yet is therea period for 
his ſtoring, and a point, or center, 
when his ſtoring, which was even 
now good, pafleth from good ta 
bad. Wherefore the Parſon be- 
ing true to his bufinefle, hath exa- 
ly ſifted the definitions of all ver- 
tues, and vices ; eſpecially canya- 
ling thoſe, whoſe natures are moſt 
ſtealing, and beginnings uncer- 
taine. Particularly, concerning 
theſe two vices, not becauſe they 
are all that are' of this dark, and 
creeping diſpoſition, but for ex- 


$0'2 
man dining, eats at firſt lawfully 
bur proceeding on, comes to do une 
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ample ſake, and becauſe they arc 
moſt common, he thus thinks: firſt, 
for covetouſnes,he11ysthis ground, 
W hoſoever when a juſt occaſion 
cals,cither ſpends not at all,or not in 
ſome proportion to Gods bleſling 
upon him,is covetous. The reaſon of 
the _ is manifeſt, becaule 
wealth is given to that end to ſupp'y 
our occattons. Now, it I do not 
= every thing its end, I abuſe 
the Creature, I am falſe to my rea- 
ſon which (hould guide me, I of- 
tend the ſupreme Judg,in perveriing 
that order which hehath ſer both 
to things, and to reaſon. The ap- 


| | plication, of the ground would be 


infinite; but in brief, a poor man 
ts an occaſion, my countrey is an 
occaſion my friend is an occaſion, 
my. Table is an occaſion, my appa- 
rell is an occaſion: if in all theſe, 
and thoſe more which conceme me, 
Eeicher do nothing, or pinch, and 
Kcrape, and (queeze blood unde-, 
cent- 
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cently to the ſtation wherein God 
hath placed me, Iam Covetous, 
More parcicularly ,and to giveonein- 
ſtance for all, if God have given me 
ſervants, and I cither provide too 
little for them, or that which is un- 
| wholſome, being fomertimes baned 
meat, ſometimes t99 ſalt, and ſo 
not competent nouriſhment, I am 
Covetous. TI bring this example, | 
becauſe men uſually rhink, that | 
ſervants for their mony are as other | 
| things that they buy,even as a piece {| 
of wood, which they may cut, or 
hack, or throw into the fire, and ſo 
they pay them their wages, all is 
well. Nay, todeſcend yet more 
particularly, if a man hath where- 
withall _—_ a ſpade, and yet hee 
chuſeth rather to uſe his neighbours, 
and wear ot that, he is covetous. 
Nevertheleſs, few bring coverouſneſs 
| thus low,” or conſider it ſo nar- 
| rowly, which yet ought to be done, 
fince there is a Juſtice in the 
oy leaſt 
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leaſt things, and for the leaſt there 
ſhall be a udgment,Countrey , pe 0- 
—_ #ull of theſe petty inguſtices , 
ing cunning to make uſe of ano- 
ther, and ſpare themſelves : And 
Scholers ought to be diligent in the 
obſervation of theſe, and driving of 
their generall Schoole rules ever to 
the (malleſt actions of Life; which 
while they dwell in their* bookes , 
they will never finde ; but being 
| fſeatedin the Countrey, and doing 
| - their dutyfaithfully, they will ſoon 
. diſcover : eſpecially if they carry 
|, thewweyes ever open, and fix them 
on their charge, and not on their 
preferment, Secondly, for Glut- 
tony, The Parſon lays his ground, 
He that <ither for quantity cats 
more then his health or imploy- 
ments wyl bear, or for quality 3s 
Jcorous after danties, is a glutton ; 
as the that eats more then his cſtate 
will bear, is a Prodigall; and hee 
that. cats offenſively to the Compa- 
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Ny, citherin-hisorder, or length 
ofeating, is ſcandalous anfl uncha- 
ritaþple. Theſe three rules general- 
ly comprehend the faults of eating, 
and -the truth of them needs no 
proofe: {o that men maſt eat neither 
to the diſturbance of their health , 
nor of their affairs, (which being 
overburdened, or ſtudying dainties 
roo muchyhey cannot wel diſpatch) 
nor of their eſtate, nor of their bre- 
thren. One a in theſe things is 
bad, but it s the cuſtome and ha- 
birt that names a glutton, Many 
_ think they are at more liberty then 

they are, as if they were Maſters of 
their health, and ſo they will tand 
tothe pain, alljs well. Bur to eat 
to ones hunt, comprehends, b efides 
the hurt, an _— reaſon, be- 
cauſe it js unnatyrall ro hurt ones 
ſelf;and this:rthey are not _ of. 
Yet of hurtfull things, I am more 
bound te-abft1in from thoſe, which 
by mine own experience I haye 
found. 
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found- hurtfull , then from thoſe 
which by a Common tradition , 
and vulgar knowledge are repu- 
ted to be ſo. That which is 
{aid of hurtfull meats, extends 
to: hurtfull drinks alſo. As for 
the quantity, touching our imploy- 
ments, none mvſt eat {o as to 
diſable themſelves from a fir di- 
charging either of Divine du- 
ties, or duties of their calling. 
So thar if after dinner they are not 
fit (or un-weeldy) either to- pray , 
or work, they are gluttons. Not 
that all muſt preſently work after 


dinner; (For they rather muſt not 


| work, eſpecially Students, and 
| -thoſe that are weakly ,) but that 

" they muſt riſe ſo, as that it is not 
meate or drinke that hinders 
them from working. . To guide 
- them in this , there are three rules : 
firſt, the cuſtome, and knowledg 
of their own body, and what it 
can well diſgeſt': * The' ſecond, 
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the feeling of themſelves in time 
of eating,which becauſe it is deceit- 
full ; ( for one thinks in eating, that 
he can eat more, then afterwards 
he finds true: ) T he third is the obſer- 
vation with what appetite they fit 
down. This laſt ruie joyned with 
the firſt, never fails. For knowing 
what one uſually can well diſgeſt, 
and feeling when I go to meat in 
what diſpoſition I am, either hun- 
ornot, according as I feele my- 
ſelf, either I take my wonted pro- 
portion, or diminiſh of it. Yet 
Phiſicians bid thoſe that would live 
in health, not keep an uniform diet, 
but to feed variouſly, now more, 
now lefſe : And Gerſon, a ſpirituall 
man, wiſheth all to incline racher to 
too much, then to roo little ; his 
reaſon is, becauſe diſeaſes of exina- 
nition are more dangerous, then 
diſeaſes of repletion. _ But the 
Parſon diſtinguiſherh = accor- 
ding to his double aime, ei- 
ther 
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ther of Abſtinence a morall ver- 
tne, or Mortifhcation a divine. 
When he deals with any that is 
heavy, and carnall ; he gives him 
thoſe freer rules : but when he meets 
with a refined, and heavenly diſpo- 
ſition, he carryes them higher, even 
ſomtimes to a forgetting of them- 
ſelves, knowing that there is one , 
who when they forget, remembers 
for them ; As when the people 
tungred and thirſted after our $a- 
viours Doctrine, and tarryed fo long 
at t, that they would have fain- > 
red, had they returned empty , 
He ſuffered ic not; but rather 
- made food miraculouſly , then ſut- 
fered ſo good defires to mil- 
carry, | 
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CHAP. XXVIL 
The Parſon in mirth. 


a He Countrey Parſon 15 pe- 

Y nerally ſad , becauſe bs 
knows nothing but the 

Croſſe of Chriſt, his minde being 
defixed on , and with thoſe nailes 
wherewith bis Maſter was: or if 
he have any leiſure to look off from 


_ _thence, he meets continually with 


two moſt ſad f Qacles , Sn, and 
Miſery ; Go diſhonoured every 
day, and man aMlifted,. Never- 
thelefle, the fomtimes refreſheth him- 
ſelfe, as knowing that nature will 
not bear everlaſting droopings, 
and that pleaſan: ineſſe of diſpoſition 


is a great key to do good ; not onely. 


becauſe all men ſhun the company 


_of perpetual ſeverity, but alſo for 


that whenthey are in company, in- 


ftrutions ſeaſoned with pleaſant- *' 
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nels, both enter ſooner, and roote 
deeper. Wherefore he condeſcends 
to humane frailties both in himſelfe 
and others; and intermingles ſome 
mirth in his diſcourſes occaſtonally, 
according to the pu lſe of the hearer. 


—— — 
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Cray. XXVIII. 
The Parſon in Contempt. 


He Countrey Parſon knows 

j well, that both for the 
generall ignominy which 

is caſt upon the profeſſion, and 
much more for thoſe rutes, which 
out of his choyleſt judgment hee 
hath reſolved to obſerve,,and which 
are deſcribed in this Book, he muſt 
be deſpiſed ; becauſe this hath been 
the portion of God his Maſter, - and 
of Gods Saints his Brethren,and this 
is: foretold, that it ſhall be ſo till,un- 
til things be no more. Nevertheleſle, 


ac- þ 
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 accordin g to the Apoſtles rule, he 


endeavours that none ſhall deſpiſe 
him; eſpecially in his own Pariſh he 
ſuffers itnot to his utmoſt power; for 
that, where contempt is, there is no 
room for inſtruction. This he pro- 
cures, firſt by his holy and un- 
blameablelife; which carries a reve- 
rence with it, even above contempt. 
Secondly, by a courteous carriage, 
& winning behaviour:he that wil be 
reſpected, mult reſpect; doing kind- 
nefles,but receiving none; at lcaſt of 
thoſe,who are apt to deſpiſe: for this 
argues a height and eminency of 
mind, wvaich is not eaſily deſpiſed, 
except it degenerate to pride, T hird- 
ly,by a bold and impartial reproof, 
even of the beſt in rhe Pariſh, when 
occaſion requires : for this may pro- 
duce hatred in thoſe that are repro- 
ved, bur never contempt cither in 
them, or others. Laſtly, if the con- 
tempt ſhall procced ſo far as to do a- 
ny thing puniſhable by law, as con- 
rempt 
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tempris apero do,if it be nat thwar- 
ted, © the Parſon having a due re- 


oy _ bath to the perſon, and to 
CC 


cauſe, refexreth the whole mar- 
| xer to the examination, and pu- 
< niſhment of thoſe which are in 
* Authority ; ' that ſo the. ſentence 
lighting upon one,the example may 
reach to all, Bur if the Contempt 
be not puniſhable by Law, or being 
ſo, the Parſon think it in his deſcre- 
tion either unfit, or booteleſle to 
contend , then when any deſpiſes 
him , he takes it either in an hum- 
ble way, ſaying nothing ar all; or 
elſe ina {lighting way, thewingthar 
reproaches touch him no more, then 
- aſtone thrown againſt heaven, where 
' heis, and lives; orinaſad way, 


_ greived at his own, and others ſins, 


which continually breake Gods 
Laws, and diſhonour him with 
- thoſe mouths, - which he continual- 
* ly fils, and feeds : or elſe in a doctri- 
- mallway, ſaying ro the contemner, 
E Gti Alas, 
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Alas, why do you thus you hurt 
your (elfe, not me; he that throws 
a ſtone at another, hirs himſelfe ; 
and ſo between gentle reaſoning, 
and pitying, he overcomes the e- 
vill : *or Jaſtly,in a Triumphant way, 
being glad, and joyfull, that hee is 
made conformable to his Maſter ; 
and being in the world as he was, 
hath this undoubted pledge of his 
ſalvation. Theſe are the five 
ſhields, wherewith the Godly re- 
ceive the darts of the wicked ; lea- 
ving anger, and retorting,. and re- 
vengeto the children of the world , 
whom anothers ill maſtereth , and 
leadeth captive without any reft- 
ſtance,even in rcſiſtance, to the ſame 
deſtruction. For while they reſiſt the 
perſon that reviles, they reſiſt nor 
the evill which takes hold of them, 
and is farr the worſe enemy. 


CHAP. 


tn. 


The Parſon with 


- - Laws only, 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


The Parſon with his Church- 
Wardens. 


He Countrey Parſon doth 
j often, both publickly, and 
privately inſtru his 
Church-Wardens, what a great 
Charge lyes upon them, and that 
indeed the whole order and difci- 
pline of the Pariſh is put into their 
hands. If himſelfe reforme any 
thing, it is out of the overflowing 
of his Conſcienee, whereas they arc 
to do itby. Command , 0 by 


Oath. Neither hath the & ACe 54 


dignity from. the Eccleftaſticall 
ſince even by the 
Common Stature-Law they are wot 
ken for a kinde of Corporation, 

. being perſons enabled by thatName 


ro 


bis Church-Wardens, pal? 1 


rr nn 


to take moveable goods,or chattels, 
and to ſue,and to be ſued at the Law 
concerning ſuch goods for the uſc 
and profit of their Pariſh: and by the 
ſame Law they are to levy penalties 
fornegligence in reſorting to church, 
or for diſorderly carriage in time of 
divine ſervice. Wherefore the Par- 
ſon ſuffers not the place to be vilif- 
cd or debaſed, by being caſt on the 
lower ranke of people z but invites 
and urges the beſt unto it, ſhew!i 

that they do not looſe, or go leſle, 
bur gaine by it; it being the great- 
eſt honor of this world, to do God 
and his choſen ſervice; or as David 
ſays, to be even a door-keeper in the 


houſe of God. Now the Canons 


being the Church-wardens rule, the 


| Parſon adviſeth them to read, or 


hear them read often,as alſo the viſi- 
tation Articles, which are grounded 
upon the Canons, that ſo they ma 


know their duty,and keep their oa 


the better,in which regard,confider- | 
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ing the great Conſequence of their 
place, and more of their oath, he 
witheth them by no means. to ſpare 
any, though.never ſo great; bur if 
after gentle, and neighbourly admo- 
nitions they ſtil] perſiſt in ill, to pre- 


ſent them ; yea though they be te- 


nants, or otherwiſe ingaged to the 
delinquent : for their obligation to 
| God, and their own ſoul, is above 
any temporall tye. Do well, 
right, and right, and let the world 
linke, 
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CHAP. AXE. 


The Parſor's Conſideration of 
Providence. 


Þ=g= He Countrey Parſon con- 
| ſjdering the great. aptneſle 
jo Countrey people have to 

think that all things come by a kind 


of | 
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of naturall courſe; and that if they 
ſow and ſoyle their grounds, they 
muſt have corn ; if they keep and 
fodder well their cattel, they muſt 
bave milk, and Calves ; labours 
to reduce them to {ce Gods hand in 
all things, and to beleeve , that 
things are not ſct in ſ\uch an inevita- 
ble order, but that God often-chan- 
oeth it according as he ſces fit, et- 
ther for reward or puniſhment. To 
this end he repreſents to his flack, 
that God hath and exerciſeth a 
threefoid power in every thing 
which concernes man, The firſt is 
a ſaſt1ining power ; the ſecond a 
governing power ; the third a ſpt- 
rituall power. By his ſuſtaining 


_ power he preſerves and actuates-eve- 


ry thing in his being; ſo that corne 
doth not grow by any other ver-' 
tue, then by that which he conti- 
nually {upplyes,5 the cornneeds it 3 
without which ſupply. the corne 
would inſtantly dry up, as a river 
G 2 would 
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would if the fountain ,were ſtopped. 
And itis obſervable,thart if anything 
could preſume of an inevitable 
courſe,and conſtancy in their opera- 
tions,certainly it ſhould be either the 
ſun in heaven, or-he fire on earth,by 
reaſon of their fierce, ſtong, and vio- 

lent natures: yet when God pleaſed, 
the ſun ſtood ſtil,the fire burned nor. 

By Gods governing power he pre- 

. ſerves and orders the references of 
things one to the other , ſo that 
though the corn do grow, and be 
preſerved in that act by his ſuſtaining 
power,yet if he ſuite not other things 
to the growth, as ſeaſons, and wea- 

ther,and orher accidents by his go- 
verning power, the faireſt harveſts 
come to nothing. And it is obſerve- 

able, that God delights to have 
men feel, and acknowledg, and reve- 
rence his power,and therefore he of- 

ten overturnes things,when they are 
thought paſt danger; that is his time 
of interpoſing: As when a Merchant 


hath -þ- 
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hath a ſhip come home after many 
a ſtorme, which it hath eſcaped , 
he deſtroyes it ſometimes in the very 
Haven; or if the goods be houſed, a 
fire hath broken forth, and ſuddenly 
conſumed them. Now this hedorh, 
that men ſhould perpetuate , and 
not break off their a&s of depen- 
dance, how faire ſoever the opportu- 
nities preſent themſelves. So that if a 
farmer ſhould depend upon God all 
the yeer, and being ready to put 
hand to ſickle, ſhall then ſecure him- 
ſelf,and think all cock-ſure;thenGod 
ſends ſuch weather, as lays the corn, 
and deſtroys it: or if he depend on 
God further,even till he imbarn his 
corn, and then think all ſure; God 
ſends a fire, and conſumes all that he 
hath: For that he ought not to break 
off, but to continue his dependance 
on God, not onely before the 
corne is inned, bur afteralſo; and ? 
indeed, to depend, and fear conti» * 


|. nually. The third power is « 
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fi rituall , by which God turnes 
al outward bleſhnes to inward ad- 
vantages. So that if a Farmer 
bath both a faire h rveſt, and that 
alſo well inned, and imbarned, and 
continuing ſafe there; yet it. God 
give him not the Grace to us, and 
utter this well, all his advantages 
are to his loſle. Better were his 
corne burnt, then not ſpiritual- 
ly improved. And it is obſerva- 
ble in this, how Gods goodneſle 
ſtrives with mans refractorinefle; 
Man would {it down art this world, 
God bids him fell it, and pur- 
Chaſe a better: Juſt 252 Father , 
who hath in his hand an apple, 
and a piece of Gold under it; the 
Child comes, and with pulling, gers 
the apple our of his Fathers hand : 
his Father bids him throw it a- 
.way , and he will give him the gold 
for it, which the Child utterly re- 
| fuling, eats it, and is troubled with 
wormes: Sois the carnall and w 
=P fu 
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fall man with the worm of the'grave 
in this world,and the worm of Con- 
ſcience in the nexr. 


I ww ene eee mem — 


OCOnaP. LAXAL 
" 'The Parſon in Liberty. 


He Countrey Parſon ob- 
j ſerving the manifold wiles 
of Satan (who playes his 


part ſometimes in drawing Gods 
Servants from him, ſometimes 
in perplcxing them in the ſervice 
of God) ſtands faſt in the Liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
tree. This Liberty he compaſ- 
ſeth by one diſtinction, ahd thar 
is, of what is Neceſſary , and what 
is Additionary. As for example 
[tis neceſſary, that all Chriſtians - 
ſhould pray twice a day, every day 
of the week, and four times on 


G 4, _ Jun». 


Me 


—_— —— — —— 


x28 The Parſon in Liberty. © 


Sunday, if they be well. This is 
ſo neceflary, and eſſentiall to a 
Chriſtian , that he cannot without 
this maintain himſelf in a Chyiſtian 
ſtate. Beſides this,the Godly have 
ever added ſome houres ot prayer , 
as atnine, Oratthree, or at mid- 
ntght,or as they think fit, &ſee cauſe, 
or rather as Gods ſpirit leads them. 
Bur theſe prayers are noc neceſlary , 
\, buradditionary,. Now it ſo hap- 
pens, that the godly peritioner up- 
on ſome emergent interruption in 
the day, or by overſleeping himſelf 
at night, omits his additionary 
prayer. Upon this his mind be- 
. gins tobe perplexed, and troubled, 
\ and Satan,who knows the exigent, 
blows the fire, endeavouring to dil- 

order the Chriſtian,and put Fim Our 
| Oofhis ſtation, and to inlarge the per- 
| plexity,untill it ſpread, and taint his 
| other duries of picty,which none can 
; perform ſo wel in trouble,as in calm- 


1 neſs. Here theParſon interpoſeth my 
is 
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his diſtin&tion , and ſhews the per- 
plexedChriſtian, that woe tp be- 
ing additionary,not neceſlary , taken 
in , not commanded, the omiſsion 
thereof upon juſt occaſion ought by 
no means trouble him. God knows 
the occaſion as wel as he,andHe is as 
a gracious Father,who more accepts 
a common courſe of devotion, then 
diſlikes an occaſtonall interruption. 
And of this he is {o 10 aſſure himſelf; 
as to admit no {cruple, but to go on 
as cheertully, as if he had not been 
interrupted. By this it is evident,that 
the diſtinCtion is of ſingular uſe and: 
comfort, eſpecially to pious minds, 
which are ever tender, and delicate, 
Burt here there are two Cautions to 
be added. Furſt, that this interruption 
proceed not our of ſlacknes,or cold- 
neſs, which will appear if the Pious 
foul foreſee and prevent (uch inter- 
| ruptions, what he may , before 
they come, and when for all that 


they do come, he be a litle affected |, 
= G 5 there- 
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therewith, but not afflicted, or trou- 
bled ; if he reſent it to a miſlike, 
but not a griefe, Secondly, that 
this interruption procecde. not out 
of ſhame. As for example : A 
4 man, not our of {uperſtition , 
ut of reverence to Gods houſe , 
teſolves whenever he enters into a 
Church, to kneel down, and pray, 
either bleſſing God, that he will be 
=_ to dwell among men ; or 
eleeching him, that whenever 'he 
repaires to his houſe, he may be- 
have himſelf fo as befits fo great 
a preſence ; and this agg But 
it happens, that neer the place 
where he is to pray, he ſpyes ſome 
ſcofting ruffian, who is likely to de- 
ride him for his paines : if he now, 
ſhall either for fear or ſhame, break 
his cuſtome, he ſhall do paſſing ill: 
fo much the rather ought he to pro- 
ceed, as that by this he may take 
into his Prayer humiliation alſo. 
On the other ſide, if Iam to viſit 


the 
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the ſick in haſte, and my necreſt way 
ly through the Church, I will not 
doubt to go without ſtaying to pray 
there (but onely , as I paſle , in 
my heart ) becauſe this kinde 
of Prayer is additionary, not 'ne-: 
ceſlary, and the other duty over-- 
weighs it : Sothar if any ſcruple 
ariſe, I will throw it away, and be 
moſt confident, that God is not: 
diſpleaſed, This diſtin&tion may 
runne through all Chriſtian duties, 
and it is a great ſtay and ſetling to 
religious {ouls. 
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He Countrey Parſon: hath 
j not onely taken a -particu- 

lar Sarvey of the faults of 

bis own Pariſh, , but a generall alſa 


of the diſeaſes of the time, - .that {0 
when 
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. when his occaſions carry him a- 
broad, or bring ſtrangers to him , 
he may be the better armed to en- 
counter them. 'T he great and na- 
cionall ſin of this Land he eſteems to 
be Idlenefle; great in it ſelfe , and 
greatin Conſequence : For when 
- menhave nothing to do, then they 

fall rodrink, to ſteal, tro whore , 
 toſcoffe, to revile , to all ſorts of 
. gamings. Come, ſay they, we have 
nothing to do,lets go to the Tavern, 
or to the ſtews,or what not. W here- 


fore the Parſon ſtrongly oppoſeth - 


this fin, wherſoever he goes. And be- 
cauſe Idleneſs is twofold, the one in 
- having no calling, the other in wal- 
king carelefly in our calling, he firſt 
repreſents to every body the neceſ- 
| fity of a vocation. The reaſon of this 
| aſſertion is taken from the nature of 
| man, wherein God hath placed 
* two great Inſtruments, Reaſon in 
theſoul, and a hand -in- the ' Body, 

as ingagements. of working : 50 


— 
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that. even in Paradiſe man had a 
calling, and how much more out of 
Parade. when the evills which hes 
now ſubject unto,may be prevented, 
or diverted by reaſonable imploy- 
ment. Beſides, every gift or a- 
bility is a talent to be accounted for, 
and ro be improved to our Ma- 
ſters Advantage. Yet is it alſo 
a debt to our Countrey to have a 
Calling, and it concernes the Com- 
mon-wealth, that none ſhould be i- 
dle, bur all buſted, Laſtly, riches are 
the bleſsing of God, and the great - 
Inſtrumentof doingadmirablegood; 
therfore all are to procure them ho- 
 neſtly,and ſeaſonably ,when they are 
not better imployed. Now this rea- 
ſon croſſeth not our Saviours pre- 
cept of ſelling what ws have,becauſe 
when we have ſold all, and giyen it 
to the poor,we muſt nor be idle, but 
labour to get more, that we may 
S1ve more, according to. St Pauls: 
' xe, Epheſ.a.28. 1Theſ-4,t1,12: 
| gy 
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ſo that our Saviours ſelling 1s: ſo far 
from croſſing Saint Pauls working , 
that it rather eſtabliſherh ir, ſince 
they that have nothing, are fitteſt 
to work. Now becauſe the. onely 
oppoſer to this Doctrine is the Gal- 
lant, who is witty enough to a- 
buſe both others, and himſelf, and 
who is ready to ask, it he ſhall mend 
ſhoos, or what he ſhall do « Ther- 
fore the Parſon unmoved, ſheweth, 
that ingeauons and fit imployment 
is never wanting to thoſe that ſeck 
it. Butifit ſhould be, the Afﬀer- 
tion ſtands thus : All are eitheir to 
haye a Calling, or prepare for it : 
He that hath or can have yet no im- 
ployment, if he truly, and ſeriouſly 
porpare for it, heis ſafe and within 
ounds. Wherefore all are cither 
preſently to enter into a Calling, if 
they be fir for it, and ir- for them 
of elle to examine with care, and 
advice,what they are fitreſt for, and 
toprepare for that with all diligence. 


But A 
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Bur it will not be amiſſe in this ex- 
ceeding uſefull point - to deſcend to 
particulars : for exaneſle lyes in 
particulars. Men are either {ingle, 
or marryed : The marryed and 
houſe-keeper hath his hands full, if 
he do what he ought to do. For 
there are two branches of his af- 
faires ; firſt, the improvement of 
his family, by bringing them up 
in the fear and nurture of the Lord ; . 
and ſecondly, the improvement of 
his grounds, by drowning, or 
draining, ſtocking, or fencing, and 
ordering his land to the beſt adyan- 
tage both of himſelf, and his neigh- 
bours. The Italian ſays, None 
fouls his hands in his own buſineſle: 
and it is an honeſt, and juſt care , 
ſo it exceed nor bounds, for every 
one to imploy himſclfe to the al. 
vancement of his affairs, that hee 
may have wherewithall to do good. 
But his family is his beſt care, to la- 
bour Chriſtian ſoules, and raife 
them 
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" themto their height, even to heaven; 
to drefle and prune them , and take 
as much joy in a fraight-growing 
childe, or ſervant, as a Gardiner 
doth in a choice tree. Could men 
finde out this delight, they would 
ſcldome be from "home; whereas 
now, of any place, they are leaſt 
there. Bur if after all this care well 
diſpatched, the houſe-keepers Fami- 
ly be ſo ſmall, and his ; exterity {0 
oreat, that he have leiſure to look 
our, the Village or Pariſh which ei- 

ther he lives in, or is neer unto it, 
is his imployment. Hee conſiders 
every one there, and either helps 
them in particular, or hath gene- 
rall Propofitions to the whole 
Towne or Hamlet, of advancing 
- thepublick Stock, "and managing 
* Commons, or Woods, according 
_ as the place ſu gs. But if hee 
may bee of the Commiſſton of 

* Peace, there is nothing to thart : 


No Comman- wealth in the world 


* hath |. 


& me] 
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hath a braver Inſtitution then that 
of Juſtices of the Peace : For it 
" is both a ſecurity to the King , 
who hath ſo many diſperſed Offi- 
cers at his beck throughout the 
Kingdome , accountable for the 
publick good; and alſo an honou- 
rable Imployment of a Gentle, or 
Noble-man in the Country he lives 
in, inabling him with power to do 
good, and to reſtrain all thoſe, 
who elſe might both trouble him 
and the whole State. Wherefore 
it behoves all, who are come to the 
gravitic, and ripeneſſe of judge- 
ment for {o excellent a Place, 
not to refuſe, but rather to pro- 
| cure it. And whereas there are 
uſually three Obje&tions made a- 
gainſt the Place ; the one, the a- 
buſe of it, by taking petty-Coun- 
 trey-bribes ; the other, the caſt- 
ing of it on mean perſons, eſpe- 
cially in ſome Shires : and laſt- 
ly, the trouble of it : Theſe = 
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{o far from deterring any good man 
from the place, that they kindle 
them rather to redeem the Dignity 
either from rrue faults, or unjuſt a- 
_ Now, for ſingle men, 
they are either Heirs, or younger 
* Brothers : The Heirs are to prepare 
in all the fore-mentioned points a- 
eainſt the time of their praRtice. 
Therefore they are to mark their 
Fathers diſcretion in ordering his 
Houſe and Afﬀeairs; and alſo elſe- 
where, when they ſee any remark- 


able point of Education or good 


husbandry, and to tranſplant itin 
time to his own home. with the ſame 
care as others, when they meet with 
g00d fruit, get agraffe of the tree, 
mriching their Orchard, and negle- 
cting their Houſe. Beſides , they 
are to read Books of Law, and Ju- 
ſtice z eſpecially, the Statutes at 
large. As for better Books of Di- 
vinity, they are not in this Conſide- 
: ration, becauſe we are about a Cal- 
ling, 
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ling, and a preparation thereunto. 

Bur chiefly, and above all things, 

they are to frequent Seſſions and 
Sizes; for it is both an honor which 
they owe to the Reverend Judges 
and Magiſtrates, to attend them, 

at leaſt in their Shire ; and itis a 
great advantage tO know the pra- 
Rice of the Land; for our Law is 
Practice. Sometimes he may gO ro 
Court, as the eminent place both of 
g00d and ill. Ar other tunes heis 
to travell over the King's Domini- 
ons, cutting out the Kingdome into 
Portions, which every yeer he ſur- 
veys peece-meal. When there is a 
Parliament, he is to endeayour by 
all means to be a Knight or Burgels 
there;for there is n9 School to Par: 
lianent. And when he is there, he 
muſt not only be a morning man but 
ar Committees allo; for there the 
particulars are exactly diſcuſſed, 

which are brought from thence to. 
the Houſe but in generall, When 

none 
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none of theſe occaſions call him a- 
broad , every morning that hee is 
at home hee muſt either ride the 
Great Horſe, or exerciſe ſome of 
his Military geſtures. For all Gen- 
tlemen,that are not weakned,and diſ- 
armed with ſedentary lives, are to 
know the uſe of their Arms : and as 

the Husbandman labours tor them, 

ſo muſt they fight for, and defend 

them, when occaſion calls. This is 

the duty of each to other , which 

they ought to fulfill : And the Par- 

ſon is 2 lover and exciter to juſtice in 
_ allthings, even as Fohn the Baptiſt 
ſquared out ro every one (even to 
Souldiers) what to do. As for 
younger Brothers, thoſe whom the 
Parſon finds looſe, and not ingaged 
into ſome Profeſſion by their Pa- 
rents, whoſe neglect in this point is 
intolerable, and a ſhamefull wrong 
both to the Common-wealth, and 
their own Houſe : To them, after he 


ding | 


harh ſhewd the unlawfulneſs of ſpen- | 
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| ding theday in dreſsing, Comple- 


menting, viſiting, and ſporting, he 
firſt commends the ſtudy of the Ci- 


vill Law,as a brave, and wiſe know- 


ledg, the Profeſſours whereof were 
much imployed by Qneen EliZa- 
beth, becauſe it is the key of Com- 
merce, and diſcovers the Rules of 
forraine Nations. Secondly , he 
commends the Mathematicks , as 
the only wonder working know- 
ledg, and therefore requiring the 
beſt ſpirits. After the ſeverall know- 
leds of theſe, he adviſerh to infiſt 
and dwell chiefly on the two noble 
branches therof, of Fortificarion , 
and Navigation z The one being 
uſefull ro all Countreys, and the 0- 
ther eſpecially ro Ilands. Bur ifthe 
young Gallant think theſe Courſes 
dull, and phlegmatick, where can 
he buſie himſelf berter, then in thoſe 
new Plantations, and diſcoveryes, 
which are nut only a noble, bur 


ſo as they may be handled, a reli- | 
| gious _ 
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oj0us imploymeut? Or let him travel 
into Germany, ani Fraxce, and 
obſerving the Artifices, and Manu- 
factures there, tranſplant them hi- 
ther, 25 divers hive done lately, to 
our Countrey's advantage. 
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He Countrey Parſon's Li- 

| brary is a holy Lite: for 
beſides the bleſsing that 

_ that brings upon ir, there being a 
promiſe, that if the Kingdome of 
Go1 be firſt ſought, all other 
things ſhall be added, even it ſelfe 
is a Sermon. For the remptations 
with which a goue man 1s beſet, 
and the ways which he uſed to over- 
come them, being told to another , 


- whether in private conference, -or | 


in 
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in the Church,area Sermon. Hee 
that hath conſidered how to carry 
himſelf ar table about his appetite , 
if he tell chis ro another, preacheth) 
and much more feelingly, and judi- 
cioufly, then he,writes his rules of 
temperance out of bookes. So 
that the P:1rſOn having ſtudied, and 
maſtered all his iuits and affections 
wirhin , and the whole Army of 
Temptations without , hath ever 
ſo many ſermons ready penn'd, as 
he hath victories. Andirt fares in 
this as it doth in Phyſick : He thar 
hath becn ſick of a Conſumption , 


and knows what recovered him, is 


a Phyfitiarſo far as he meetes with 
the ſame diſeiſe, and temper ; and 
can much better, and particularly 
doit, then he that is generally lear- 


\ ned, and was never fick. And if 


the ſame perſoa had been fick of all . 
diſeaſes, and were recovered of all 
by things that he:knew; there were 
no ſuch; Phyſician as he, both ye 4 
oF Skill 


Tn 44 , The Parſ, on's Library. 


» 


$kill and tenderneſle. Tuſt 1d it is 


in Divinity, and that not without 


manifeſt reaſon : for though the 
temptations may be diverſe in di- 
vers Chriſtians, yet the victory is 
alike in all, being by the ſelf-fame 
Spirit, Nether is this true onely 
in the military ſtate of a Chriſtian 
life, but even in the peaceable al- 
ſo ; when the ſervant of God, freed 
for a while from temptation, in a 
quiet \veetneſle ſeeks how to pleaſe 
his God. Thus the Parſon confi- 
dering that repentance is the great 
vertue of the Goſpel, and one of 
the firſt ſteps of pleaſing God, ha- 
ving for his owne uſe examined the 
nature of it, is able to explaine it 
after to others. And particularly, 
having doubted ſometimes, whe- 
ther his repentance were true, or at 
leaſt in that degree. it ought to be, 
ſince he found himſelfe | ec 


| to weepe more for the loſſe of ſome. 
| - temporall things, then-'for offen- 
Wt ding 


ding -God, he came at length 
tro this reſolution, that repen- 
rance is an a& of the mind, not 
of the Body, even as the Ori- 
ginall ſignifies ; and that the chiefc 


quires, 1s the heart, and the ſpirit, 
and to worſhip him in truth , and 
ſpirit Wherefore in caſe a Chri- 
ſtian endeavour to weep, and can- 
not, fince we are not Maſters . of 
our bodies, this ſuffticeth. And 
conſequently he found, that the 
eſſence of repentance, that it may 
be alike in all Gods children ( which 
as concerning weeping it cannot be, 
ſome being of a more melting tem- 
per then others) confiſteth in.a true 
deteſtation of the ſoul, abhorring, 
and renouncing ſin, and-turnin 

unto God in truth of heart, an 

newneſle of life : Which acts of re- 


not uſcfull, where it can be, t 
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| ching, which God in Scriptures re- © - 


pentance are and muſt be found in all 
| Gods ſervants : Not that weeping is 
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Tſorhe body may joyn in the grief > 
asirdid in the fin; burthat, fo the 
other acts be, thar is not neceſſary: 
fothar he-as truly repents, who per- 
formcs the other acts of repentance, 
when he canhot move, as he that 
weeps 2 floud of tears. This In- 
ſtruction and comfort the Par- 
ſon'getting for himſelf, when he tels 
ir to 'others, becomes.a Sermon. 
The like he doth in orher Chriftian 
vertues, 25 of faith, and Love, 
andthe Caſes of Conſcience be- 
longing thereto. , wherein (as 
Saint Pavl implyes. that he ought, 
Romans: 2.) hee. firſt preacheth 
to himſcife., and then to ©- 
theis. 
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Cray. XXXIV. 


The Parſor's Dexterity in 


applying of Remedees. 
HeCountrey Parſon knows, 
that there is a double ſtate 


T of a Chriſtian even in this 


Life, the one military , the 9- 
ther peaceable. The military is , 
when we are aſſaulted with-tempta- 
tions either from within or from 
without. The Peaceable is, when 
the Nivell for a'time leaves us, as 
he did our Saviour, and the -An- 
gels miniſter to us their owne food, 
even joy, and peace; and comfort 
in the holy Ghoſt, Theſe two 
ſtares were in our Saytour, not on- 
ly.in the beginning of his preaching, 
but afterwards alſo, 235 Mat. 22. 35, 

;& P te. I 
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He was tempted : And Luke 10, 
| 
| 
| 


21, He rejoyced in Spirit : And 
they muſt be likewiſe in all that are 
his. Now the Parſon having a 
Spirituall Judgement, according as 
he diſcovers any of his Flock to 
be in one or the other ſtate, ſo he 
applies himſelfe to them. Thoſe 
chat he findes in the peaceable ſtate, 
he adviſcth to be very vigilant, and 
not to let go the raines as ſoon as 
the horſe goes caſte, Particularly, 
he counſelleth them to two things : 
Firſt, to rake heed, leſt their qui- 
et betray them (as it is apt ro do) 
to a coldneſſe, and careleſneſſe in 
their devotions, but to labour till 
to be as fervent in Chriſtian Duties, 
as they remember themſelyes were, 
when aMiiction did blow the Coals. 
Secondly, nor to take the full com- 
paſſe, and liberty of cheir Peace : 
not to cate of all thoſe diſhzs at ta- 
ble, which even their preſent health 
otherwiſe ailmics; nor -to ſtore 
their 
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their houſe with all thoſe furnitures 
which even their preſent plenty of 
wealth otherwiſe admits ; nor when 
they are among them that are mer- 
ry, to extend themſelyes to all that 
mirth, which the prefent occaſion 
of wit, and company otherwiſe 
admits ; but to put bounds, - and 
hoopes to their joyes : (o will rhey 
laſt the longer, and when they de- 
part, returne the fooner. If we 
would judg ourſelves,we ſhould not 
be judged ; and if we would bound 
our ſelves, we ſhould not be boun- 
ded. Bur if they ſhall fear, that 
at ſuch, or ſuch a time their peace _ 
and mirth have carryed them fur- 
ther then this moderation, then 
to take Fobs admirable Courſe,who 
ſacrificed leſt his Children ſhould 
have tranſgreſſed in their mirth : 
So let them go, and find ſome © 
poore afflicted ſoul, and there. be - 
bountifull , and liberall ; for with 
is well pleaſed. - 


| 
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Thoſe thar the Parſon findes in the 
military ſtate, he fortifyes, and 
Krenothens with his utmoſt skill. 
Now in thoſe that are tempted , 
whatſoever is unruly , falls upon 
two heads; either they think, thar 
there is none that can or will look 
after things, bat all goes b 

chance, or wit : Or elſe, though 
there be a great Governour of all 
things, yetto them he 1s loſt, as 
if they ſaid, God doth forſake and 
perſecute them, and there is none 
to deliver them. Tf the Parſon 


fuſpect the firſt , and find ſparkes 
of ſuch thoughts now and then to 


break forth, then without oppoſing 
directly (for diſputation is no Cure 
for Atheiſme) he ſcatrers in his diſ- 
courſe three ſorts of arguments; the 
firſt taken from Nature, the ſecond 
from the Law, the third from 
Grace, For Nature, he ſees not 
bow a houſe could be either built 
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without a houſe-keeper. He con- 
ceives not poſſibly, how the windes 
ſhould blow ſo much as they; can,, 
and the ſea rage as much as it can 5 
and all things do what they can,and 
all, not only without Hi tutien of 
the whole, bur alſo of any parr, by 
taking away ſo much as the uſuall 
ſcaſons of ſummer and winter, - ea- 
ring and harveſt. Lertthe weather 
be what it will, {till we have bread, 
though ſometimes more, {omtimes 
lefle, , wherewith ajſo a caretull Fo 
ſepb nog meet... He conceives 
not -pofſibly, how he that would 
beleeve a Divinity, if he had been 
at the Creation of all things, ſhould 
leſle beleeve it, ſeeing the Preſervar 
tion of all chings; For Preſprvatiy 
on is a Creation; and more,: it is a 
continued Creation, and a-creation 
every moment, Secondly, - for 
the Law, there may bei{ocy1id ent; © 
though unuſed a:'proof of Divinity 
taken from thence; thatthe Atheiſt, 
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or Epicurian can have nothing to 
contradict, The Jewes yet live, 
and are known : they have their 
Law and Language bearing wit- 
neſſe to them, and they to it : they 
are Circumciſed to this day, and 
expect rhe promiſes of the Scripture; 
their Countrey alſo is known, © the 
places, and rivers travelled unto , 
and frequented by others, but to 
them an unpenetrable rock, an unac- 
ceſsible deſert. Wherefore if rhe 
Jewes live, all the-gteat wonders 
of old live inthem, and then who 
can deny the ſtretched- out arme of 
amighrty God 2 eſpecially fince it 
may be a juſt doubt, whether . 
conſidering the ſtubbornnefle of 
the Nation , their living then in 
their Countrey under ſo many mi- 
\ racles werea ſtranger thing , then 
their preſent exile, and diſability ro 
” live 1ntheir Countrey. And it is 
obſervable; that this very:thing was 


intended by God; thatithe Jewes 


em 
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ſhould be his proof, and witneſſes, |} 
as he calls them, 7ſatahgz. 12. 
And their very diſperſion in all 
Lands, was intended not only for a 
puniſhment to them ; but for an 
exciting of others by their ſight, to 
the acknowledging of God, and 
his power, Pſalm 59.11, And 
therefore this kind of Puniſhment 
was choſen rather then any other, 
Thirdly, for- Grace. Belides the 
continuall ſucceſſion ( fince the 
Goſpell) of holy men, who have 
born witneſs to the truth, (there be- 
ing no reaſon, why any ſhould di- 
ſtruſt Saint Luke, or Tertull;ian, or 
Chryſoſtome, more then Tully, Vir- 
gill, or Livy;) There are two Pro- 
pheſies inthe Goſpel, which evi- 
dently argue Chriſts Divinity by 
their ſucceſs: the one concerning 
the woman that ſpent. the oyntment: 
on our Saviour, for which the told, 
that it ſhould never be forgotten, but 
with the Goſpel it ſelfe be preached } 
H py rQ) | 


—_ wo ww 


254 TheParſor's Dexterity 


to all ages, ' Matth, 26. 13, The 
_ -orher concerning the deſtruction 

of 7+ aw of which-our Savi- 
our faid, that that generation 
ſhould not paſſe , till all were ful- 
filled, Zyke 21. 32. Which Foſe- 
phys his ſtory confirmeth, and the 
continuance of which verdi&t is yer 
evident. To theſe might be added 
the Preaching of the Goſpel in all 
Nations, Matthew 24.14. which 
we ſee even miraculouſly effected 
Mm theſe new diſcoyeryes, God 
turning mens Covetouſnefle, and 
Ambitions to the ecffefing of his 
word. Now a prophefic is a won- 
der ſent to Poſterity ; leaſt they 
complaine of want of wonders, Tt 
is a letter ſealed, and fent, . which 
to the bearer is but: paper, but to 
the receiver, and opener, is full of 
power. Hee that ſaw Chriſt 0- 
pen a blind mans cyes, ſaw not 
more Divinity, then he that reads 
the womans oyntment in. the Goſ- 
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pell, - or ſees Faxfalenixelwoyeds 
Warh (ome of theſe heads enlarged, 
and woven into his diſcourſe, at ms 
rall times 'and occaſions;/! the Par-: 
ſon ſerleth' wavering, minds... But 
if he ſees them neerer deſperationg 
then Atheiſme, not ſo much doubt- 
ing a God, as that he is theirs 
then he dives'unto the boundlelſe 
Ocean of Gods Love, and the: mn+ 
{peakeable riches of his loving kind- 
nefſe. He hath one argument un- 
an{werable. If God Fat them, 
either he doth it as they are Crex 7 
tures, duſt 'and. aſhes ,! or: as. 
they are finfull. As Creatures, 
ao muſt needs love them ; for 
rte&t Artiſt ever. yet ha- 
= is Owne worke. As ſinfull, 
he muſt much more love them z 
becauſe notwithſtanding his infi- 
nite hate of finne , his Love over- 
came that hate; and with an ex- 
ceeding great victory : ; Which in 
the Creation needed not , gave 


them | 
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them loye for love, © even the ſon 
of his love out of his boſome 
of love. . So that man, which way 
ſocyer he turnes, hath two pledges 
of Gods Love, that in the mouth 
of two or three witneſſes every word 
may be eſtabliſhed ; the one in his 
being, the other in his ſinfull being : 
and this-as themore faulty in him, 
fa the more glorious in God. And 
all may certainly conclude, that 
God loves. them, till either they 
deſpiſe that Love, or deſpaire of his 
Mercy : not any fin elſc,but is with- 
inBis Love; but the deſpiſing 
of Love muſt needs be without it. 
The thruſting away of his arme 
makes us. onely not <cmbra- 
ccd. 
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Cray. XXXYV.- 
The Parſon's Condeſcending.. - 


He Countrey Parſon is a 
| Lover of old .Cuſtomes, if } 
they be good, and harm- 
lefle ; and the rather,becauſe Coun- 
trey peTple are much addicted to 
them,ſo thatto favour them therein 
is to win their hearts, and wa_ 
them therin 1s to deje&t them. If there 
be any ill in the cuſtome, that may 
be ſevered from the good, he pares 
the apple, and gives them the clean 
to feed on. - Particularly, he loyes 
Proceſsion,and maintains it, becauſe 
there are contained therein 4 mani» 
feſt advantages. - Firſt,a bleſsing of 
God for the fruits of the: field  Se- | 
condly,juſtice inthe Preſervation of 
bounds: Thidly,Charity in loving 
' walking, 


LIMI 


walking, and neighbourly accom- 
pany ing one cher, with recon- 
Ciling of differences at that time , if 
there be: any : * Fourthly, Mercy 
in releeving the poor by a liberall 
diſtnbution and” largeſſe, which 
at that time is, or ought to be uſed. 
Wherefore he exacts of all to bee 
preſent'at the perambulation, and 
thoſe that withdraw, and fever 
themſelves from it, he miſlikes, 


and reproves as uncharitabie, and 


 unneighbourly ; and if they will 


not reforme, preſents them, Nay, 
he is- fo farre ftrom condemning ſuch 
afſemblies, rhat he rather procures 
them to be often, as knowing that 


| abſence breedes ſtrangeneſs, bur pre- 


ſence love. Now Love'-is his bufi- 
neſs, and aime wherefore he likes 


well, that” his Pariſh at good times 


Invite one another tro their houſes, 
and he urgeth them to it : and ſom- 


" times, where he knowes there. hath 


been or is-a litrle difference, hee 
takes. 
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rakes one: of the-parties, and. goes 
with him to the other, and all dine 
or ſup together. There is much 
preaching in this friendlineſs: -A- 
nother old Cuſtome there is of ſay- 
ing, when lightis brought in, God 
ſend us the light of heaven; And 
the Parſon likes this very well ; net- 
ther is he affraid of praiſing, or 
- praying to God at all times, but 1s 
rather glad of catching opportuni- 
ties to do them. Light 1S a great 
Blefling, and as great as food, for 
which we give thanks : and Thoſe 
that thinke this ſuperſtitious, nei- 
ther know ſuperſtition, nor them- - } 
ſelves. As for thoſe that are 
aſhamed to uſe this forme, as be- } 
ing old, and obſolete, and not the 
faſhion, he reformes , and reaches 
them , that at Bapriſme they pro- 
fefled nor to be aſhamed of Chriſts } 
Croſs,or for any ſhame toleave that | 
which is good. He that is aſhamed J 
in ſmall things, will extend his pu- 
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filanimity to greater. Rather ſhould 
a Chriſtian Souldier rake ſuch oc- 
Caſtons ro harden himſelfe, and to 


further his exerciſes of Mortifica- 
tion. 


———— 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


T he Parſon Blefsing. 
He Countrey Parſon won- 

] ders, that Blefling the peo- 
ple is in ſo little uſe with 


' his brethren : whereas he thinks it 
not onely a grave, and revyerend 


thing, but a beneficial alfo. Thoſe 


who uſe itnot, do ſo either out of 


niceneſs, becauſe they like:the falu- 
. tations, and complements, and 

Cotes of worldly language bet- 
| ter, Which conformity. and faſhio- 


*  pableneſs is ſo exceeding unbetitting, 
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a Miniſter, that it deſerves reproot, 
not refuration: Or elfe, becauſe 
they think it empty and ſuperfluous. 
Bur that which the Apoſtles ufed 
ſo diligently in -their writings , 
nay, which our Saviour bimſelfe 
uſed, Marke 10, 16, cannot bee 
vain and ſuperfluous. But chis was 
not proper to Chriſt, or the Apo- 
ſtles only, no more then to be a 
ſpirituall Father was appropriated 
to them. And if temporall Fa- 
thers blefſe their children, how 
much . more may?, and ought 
Spirituall Fathers £ Befides, -the 
Prieſts of the old Teſtament were 
| commanded to Blefſe the people, 

and the forme thereof is neekealin 
Numb, 6, Now as the Apoſtle ar- 
gues in another caſe; if the Mi- 
niſtrationof condemnation did bleſs, 
how ſball notthe miniſtration of the 
ſpirit exceed in bleſsing? The fruit of 
this blefGing good Hannah found, 
and | received ' with great joy , 
1 SAW, 
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1 Sa7.1. 18. though it came from a 


man diſallowed by Gods : for it was 
not the perſon, but Prieſthood, that 
blefſed ; ſo that even ill Prieſts may 
bleſſe. Neither have the Miniſters 
power of Bleſſing only, bur alſo of 
curſing. So inthe old Teſtament E- 
liſha curſed the children, 2 Xin.2.24. 
which though our Saviour reproved 
as unfitting for his particular, who 
was to ſhew all humility before his 
Paſſion,yct he allowsin his Apoſtles, 
And'therfore S* Petey uſed that fear- 
full imprecation to Simon Magus, 
Ad. 8. Thy' mony periſh with thee + 
and the event confirmed it. So did S* 
Paw, 2 Tim,4.14.and 1 Tim. 1.20. 
Speaking of Alexander theCopper- 
{mirh, who had withſtood his prea- 
ching, The Lord ( ſaith he) re- 
ward him according to his works, 
Ahdagain, of Hymeneus and A- 
kexander.;tie faith, he had-delivered 
thew to Satan," 'that: theymight learn 
- , not to Blaſph:me, The tormes both 
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of Blefling,8 curling are expounded 
in the Common-Prayer-book.: the. 
onein,The Grace of our Lord Jetus 
Chriſt, &c.and : The Peace of God, 
&c. Theotherin generall, in the 
Commination. Now blefling dit- 
fers from prayer, in aſſurance, be- 
cauſe it is nor performed by way of 
requeſt, burof confidence,and power, 
effeQtually applying Gods favour to 
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the bleſſed, by the intereſting of | 


that dignity wherewith God hath 
inveſted the Prieſt, and ingaging of 
Gods own power and inſtitution 
for a bleſsing. The neglect of this 
duty in Miniſters themſelves, hath 
made the people alſo negle& it ; ſo 
that they are (o far from cravingthis 
benefit from their ghoſtly Father, 
that they oftentimes goe out of 
church,before he hath bleſſed them. 
In the time of Popery,the PrieſtsBe- 
nedicite, and his holy water were 0- 


ver highly valued; and now we are_ . | 


fallen to the clean contrary, even 
from 
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from ſuperſtition to coldnes,and A- 
theiſm. But theParſon firſt values the 
giftin himſelf,and then teacherh his 
pariſhto value it. Anditisobſeryable, 
that if a Miniſter talke with a great 
man in the ordinary courſe of com- 
plementing language, he ſhall be c- 
ſteemed 7s ordinary complementers; 
but if he often interpoſe a Bleſſing, 
when the other gives him juſt oppor- 
tunity, by ſpeaking any good, this 
unuſuall form begets a reverence, 
and makes him eſteemed according 
tro his Profefſton. The ſame is to 
be obſerved in writing Letters alſo, 
To conclude, ifall men are to bleſſe 
upon occaſton, as appears Rom. 12. 
14. how much more thoſe, who are 
ſpiritual Fathers? 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 


Concerning detrattion. 


He Countrey Parſon - per- 
| ceiying, that moſt, when 
they are at leaſure, make 0- 
thers faults their entertainment and 
diſcourſe, and that even ſome good 
men think,ſo they ſpeak truth, they 
may diſcloſe anothers fault, finds it 
ſomwhart difficult how to proceed in 
this point. For if he abſolutely ſhut 
up mens mourhs, and forbid all diſ- 
cloling of faults, many an evill may 
not only be, bur alſo ſpread in his 
Pariſh, without any remedy (which 
cannot be applyed withour notice)to 
the diſhonor of God,and the infe&i- 
on of his flock, andthe diſcomfort, 
ditredir, & hinderance of the Paſtor. 
On the other ſide,if it be unlawful to 
open faults,no benefit or advantage 
can make it lawfull : for we muſt 
not / 
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notdoecvill, that good may come | 


of it. Now. the Parſon taking this 
point to task, which is ſo ex ceeding 
uſeful,and. hath.taken ſo deep roote, 
that it ſcems the very life and ſub- 
ſtance of Converſation , hath pro- 
ceeded thus farin the diſculsing of it. 
Faults are either notoriqus,orpriyate. 
Again notorious faults are * either 
ſuch as are made known by com- 
mon fame-{and of theſe, thoſe that 
know them,mayrtalk,ſothey do it not 
with ſport, but commiſeration ) or 
elſe ſuch as have paſled judgment, & 
been corrected either by whipping, 
or impriſoning,or the like. Of theſc 
alſo men may talk, and more, they 
may diſcover them to thoſe that 
know them not : becauſe infamy is a 
part of the ſentence againſt malefa- 
Rours,which the Law intends, as is 
evident by thoſe, which are branded 
for ragues,tharthey may be known; 
-Or pur into.the Rocks ,tharthey may 
tbe :looked upon, But ſome may 
RH lay, 
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ſay, though the Law allow this, the 

Goſpel doth not , which hath fo 
wh advanced Charity,and ranked 
backbiters-among the generation of 
the wicked, Rom.1.30, But this is ca- 
fily anſwered: As the executioner is 
not uncharitable, that takes away 
che life of the condemned, except 
beſides his office,he add atin&ureof 
private malice in the joy,and-haſt of 
ating his part; ſo neither is he that 
defames him, whom the Law would 
have defamed, except he alſo do it 
out of rancour. For in infamy, all 
are executioners,and the Law gives 
a malefatour to all ro be defamed. 
And as malefaQors may loſe & for- 
teit t heir goods, or life; ſo may they 
their good name, -and the poſſeſsion 
thereof, which before therr offence, 
and Judgment they had in all mens 
breſts: for all are Loneſt ill the con- 
trary be proved. Beſfides,it concerns 
the Common-Wealth, that Rogues 
ſhould be kn ownand Charity to ne 
pan» : 
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publick hath the | warn up of pri- 
yer charity.So that it is ſo far from 
being a faulr to diſcover ſuch offen- 
ders "that tis a duty rather, which | 
may do much 00d, and ſave much | 
harme. Nevertheleſſe, if the puniſhed | 
delinquent ſhall be much troubled 
for his ſins, and turne quite another 
man, doubtleſſe then alſo mens af- 
feQtions and words muſt turne, and 
forbear to ſpeak of that,which even 


God himſelf hath forgotten. | 


UMI 


